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Abstract:
The Covid-19 pandemic has been a great forum of liberticidal discourse production and
promotion mainly in post-colonial societies. Confinement, social or/and physical distancing,
quarantine, and the “stay-at-home!” discourses have been over-promoted. Coined and
supported by international institutions, such discourses have resonated differently based on
societies, the government of which frenetically imposed liberticidal measures on their citizens.
In postcolonial societies like Senegal, it took forms of state of sanitary emergency declarations
followed by a national curfew. Implementing and enforcing such measures ended up with police
brutalities and violation of individual liberties. By mere panic or ruling culture, such societies
have been exposed to extreme situations in which individual and collective liberties have been
annihilated by governments as the only way to thwart the spread of unknown virus.

Keywords: Covid-19, Curfew, Confinement, Quarantine, Shutdown, Liberticidal
Discourse, Post-colonies, Senegal.

INTRODUCTION:
The Covid-19 pandemic has raised lots of issues in the scientific realm in general, and
more particularly in the literary one. It is a crisis that will be impacting world societies at all
levels but also opening lots of research perspectives in several fields. In fact, it is a crisis that
reverts to several aspects, ranging from medical and political, as well as economic, cultural,
including the philosophic and literary dimensions. Therefore, most of scientists might perceive
it, not just as fatality, but rather as a good opportunity for great advancements at all levels since
the post-Covid-19 era is already announcing a New World Order.
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Started in the capital city of Hubei province, Wuhan, in November 2019, Corona Virus
Disease 2019 spread the whole globe through human flows by Air, Road, Water, and Rail
Transportation modes. Never in the modern history of mankind has any virus been spread with
such a speed throughout the globe just like a beam. In a globalized world, virus propagations
are similar with the speed with which news are now broadcasted, consumed and forgotten.
However, Covid-19 will have travelled the whole world and impacted world societies at all
levels so much so that it must be saved in history records for so long. It will have disturbed
ways of living, traditions, passions, and hobbies, on the one hand, and re-drawn a World Order
and imposed new rules, on the other hand. The rapid growth and the level of contagiousness of
covid-19 surprised world governments which chose, at first, to call back their citizens from
China, and secondly, banned the entry to the territories citizens from such countries before
inventing measures that might be viewed as liberticidal.
From strictly socio-political standpoint, the global war on Covid-19 will have raised the
broad issue of Individual Liberty vs Social Order in time of sanitary crisis. If western
governments succeeded in managing both concerns in a perfect equilibrium, post-colonial
regimes were compelled to restrict liberties and use violence in order to fight back an unknown
virus.
As a matter fact, the global war on Covid-19 has been a great forum in which liberticidal
discourse has been promoted all over the globe at different levels. In fact, we believe that in
postcolonial societies, concepts and terminologies like confinement, curfew, quarantine,
lockdown or shutdown, and social or physical distancing have been over-promoted, holding
therefore a sort of liberticidal connotation.
Set of discourse like “stay-at-home” that have been officially produced by international
institutions and frenetically promoted by postcolonial governments will have resonated in
different tones and taken on different forms according to societies. In the post-colonies, the
promotion of liberticidal discourse is supported by the power exercised and proportional to the
level of democracy with the willingness of the leaders thereof.
From a strictly poststructuralist angle, few interrogations are legitimate to this study.
How can the use and exercise of power in Postcolonial societies in time of Covid-19 be
assessed? What roles did liberticidal discourse production and promotion play in the
manufacturing of consent in time of Covid-19? Through which means anti-Covid-19 resilient
strategies have been imported and standardized through liberticidal discourse? Wasn't the war
on the Covid-19 a boon for post-colonial regimes to play their favorite game: restricting and
annihilating individual and collective liberties? One might wonder, quoting Michael Schulson,
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if, in a public health emergency, governments have widespread power to control individual
behaviors, “How far should that go?” 1?

I.

Importation of Liberticidal Resilient Strategies
When the World Health Organization whistled the blow in early February 2020 to warn

of the imminent danger and then declared the Covid-19 a pandemic in March 2020, no country
in the world, even great superpowers, were actually well prepared to invent so quickly relevant
resilient strategies to fight back a faceless and unknown enemy. They were all compelled to
improvise actions and import models of resilience from China, which had been struggling to
thwart the spread of the virus since early November.
Through China’s resilient strategies, it has been witnessed the quarantine of a whole
city, Wuhan, wherein resides over 8.9 millions of people. In fact, the Chinese city of Wuhan
has been placed under quarantine in an effort to stop the spread of the killer coronavirus
believed to have originated there. Therefore, anti-Covid-19 war models that have been imported
from China might not be democratic and might have caused lots of damages in most countries.
Concerned by the saving of a social order threatened by an outbreak of an unprecedented
epidemic, China did not hesitate to sort of annihilate individual liberties to fight back the so
rapidly spread virus. Indeed, as a unitary socialist state, China could afford to restrict individual
and collective liberties to fight back the epidemic. The first resilient strategy which was
invented to fight back Covid-19 in Asia was Quarantine. Most cities in the province of Hubei,
in the epicenter of Wuhan precisely, were quarantined in order to avoid the spread of the virus
in other cities. The decision of shutdown in a post-communist society might be viewed as
normal at first before being viewed as discriminatory and liberticidal later on. In order to
neutralize recalcitrant individuals, Police and other similar forces did not hesitate to force
people resorting to physical violence to some extent. Police brutalities were reported in most of
the cities in Asia and in Africa where the State of Emergency meant Curfew rather than
quarantine.
It might be noticed that China showed the way to the rest of the world as far as its antiCovid-19 policies are concerned. In fact, it has inspired the rest of the world with its liberticidal

1

Michael Schulson, “Mulling the Allure and Peril of State Power Amid Covid-19”, 03.16.2020,
https://undark.org/2020/03/16/quarantine-powers-us-covid19/ 15/06/2020 at 12:29
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measures in the name of the war against the pandemic. These anti-Covid-19 war models that
have been imported from China might not be democratic and might have caused lots of damages
in most countries in general, and established a climate of war and terror in post-colonial ones.
The world war on Covid-19 pandemic favored the birth of a great forum in which the
liberticidal discourse has been so promoted. Liberticidal discourse has been produced at the
highest level of political decision making and promoted everywhere in the world but in various
degrees. International institutions and governments have encouraged the promotion of the
“stay-at-home!” discourse worldwide, presenting it as the only way to stop the spread of the
corona virus disease. To illustrate the point, concepts such as curfew, quarantine, isolation, and
social or physical distancing, shutdown have been over-promoted between March and April
2020, favoring the development of liberticidal semiotics.
Such a set of discourses have rung all over the world in different tones and have been
absorbed in different forms depending on the society. Therefore, it might be noticed that the
promotion of the liberticidal discourse comes to be tied to the level of democracy and the
political will of the leaders of societies. In fact, the “stay-at-home” discourse along with curfew,
quarantine, social and physical distancing would sound like annihilating liberties for some
people. Thus, the state of sanitary emergency might have been confused with the state of war
emergency plunging post-colonies in permanent psychoses and terror.
Through a sort of "power of ignorance" 2, post-colonial societies the governments of
which are recognized as champions of restrictions on liberties in all its forms, anti-covid-19 war
was viewed as a good opportunity to restrict liberties. It might be affirmed that the global war
on Covid-19 has been waged with resilience strategies adapted to the cultures and levels of
democracy of each society. Each resilient strategy approach would suit the culture of
governance and the level of democracy of the society in which it was promoted. From
postmodern societies, mostly in the West, to post-colonial societies in Africa and Asia, resilient
strategies have been adapted to dominant governance cultures and levels of democracy.
Concepts and terminologies such as curfew, quarantine and the stay-at-home discourse, among
others, are much more suitable for Chinese, and to a certain extent, African societies, than
Western societies which prefer to favor social or physical distancing and Self-confinement.

2

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda, William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1876.
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The lack of information participated in the propensity of liberticidal political measures
in postcolonial states because it was reinforced by ignorance, zeal and excess of power and by
a kind of afro-alarmism coupled with a marketing of fear carried from the highest level of nongovernmental institutions that predict millions of deaths in the black continent.
In an Asian country like South Korea, the government did not hesitate to recourse to
New Technologies to track movements of people not to mention the fact of spying on them.
“Big Brother” might be watching each and every citizen at time of war on Covid-19 with new
IT devices created to track people's movements. In wartime, as such regimes would strive to
make everyone believe, the right of privacy and the protection of personal data might seem to
be undermined in time of Covid-19 as a “patriotic act” 3. As for any exceptional situation, there
is an exceptional measure.
However, the permanent fear of being spied on has been replaced by the Governments
willingness to save the societies integrity threatened by Covid-19. Thus, here was the choice to
make: either they promote Social Order over Individual Liberty in order to outskirt the
pandemic, as China did, or they just let the virus spread and the pandemic kill thousands of
people for the sake of democratic principles. This also raises the issue of liberty from fear which
is as essential as the liberty to free movements. In fact, liberty is double fold: Liberty from and
Liberty to. This is what John Stuart Mill, in On Liberty, recognizes as the difference between
liberty as the freedom to act and liberty as the absence of coercion 4.
Isaiah Berlin, on the same move, delivered “Two Concepts of Liberty” 5. The lecturer
formally framed the differences between two perspectives as the distinction between two
opposite concepts of liberty: positive liberty and negative liberty. The latter designates a
negative condition in which an individual is protected from tyranny and the arbitrary exercise
of authority, while the former refers to the liberty that comes from self-mastery, the freedom
from inner compulsions such as weakness and fear.
Restricting individual liberties for the sake of the global war on covid-19 was feasible
in the context of China. In fact, the politics of the People's Republic of China takes place in a
framework of a socialist republic run by a single party, the Communist Party of China, headed
3

On patriotic act, we refer to The USA PATRIOT Act of the United States Congress that was signed into law
by U.S. President George W. Bush on October 26, 2001 in the beginning of his so hectic US Global War on Terror.
Also known as the Patriot Act that document highlights two acronyms, USA and PATRIOT, which in combination
stand for Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct
Terrorism Act of 2001
4

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, John W Parker and Al., London, 1859
“Two Concepts of Liberty" was the inaugural lecture delivered by the liberal philosopher Isaiah Berlin before
the University of Oxford on 31 October 1958
5
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by the General Secretary. State power within the People's Republic of China (PRC) is exercised
through the Communist Party, the Central People's Government (State Council) and their
provincial and local representation. As a Unitary one-party socialist republic, China’s resilient
strategy against covid-19 was proportional to the country’s political model. Therefore,
quarantine was viewed, by Chinese government, as the only one crisis emergency exit.
Quarantine as a resilient strategy to skirt the virus was not without negative social
consequences. Reportedly, people got stigmatized and most of them simply lost their jobs
because of the birthplace on their ID Card (Wuhan). In fact, People in Wuhan will not forget so
easily this Crisis. Societies are split up as well as marital unions because confinement's
drawbacks are psychological. Reportedly, divorce rate peaked in Wuhan days after the
Government whistled the end of the shutdown. As far as shutdown was concerned in China,
daily reports proved ineffective facing the spread and growth of figures. Thousands of people
got contaminated knowing a death rate relatively low around 4% 6.

II.

Liberticidal Discourse Production in Time of Covid-19

Discourse, for Academics, is “all forms of communication”: oral, written, and visual supports.
The term discourse, in this study, should be understood through the poststructuralist standpoint.
For those critics, discourse refers to texts, but also verbal meaning as it were. For Foucault, for
instance, discourses are coherent, self-referential bodies of statements that produce an account
of reality by generating “archive knowledge” 7 about particular objects or concepts (Covid-19
for example) and also by shaping the rules of what can be said and known about the entities. 8
The promotion of liberticidal discourse, in time of War on Covid-19, takes the forms of
manufacturing of consent project. In fact, the manufacturing of consent project, in time of
Covid-19, has been elaborated and conducted through the lens of state communication media,
one might say propaganda machines. As communication shapes the world we are living in,
people take for granted news that are repeatedly broadcasted on mainstream communication
media. As when everyone keeps hitting the same nails in the same heads, it ends up making the
expected effect. International mainstream media promoted such discourse without even
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/china/, 15/06/2020
By Archive Knowledge, Michael Foucault means that every text exists within a socio-historic system of
enunciability; a shared field of discourse made up of ‘whole mass of texts’. Foucault defines this pluralistic body
of authors, texts and discourses as an archive, and explains that it governs what we can say in any given historical
moment. Michael Foucault’s enterprise in The Archeology of Knowledge is to challenge the cultural hegemony of
discourse by presenting a reading from outside this ‘whole mas of texts’.
8
Michael Foucault, The Archeology of Knowledge London, Routledge, 1972, pp. 143-146.
6
7
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challenging them. Assumptions are sometimes taken as self-evident and applicable to the world
societies.
Thus, assumptions, beliefs, and background knowledge might be viewed as a common
sense. People might draw from assumptions and “generally accepted knowledge” to make
statements that will make sense to others who might view that as self-evident. But in doing so
you reinforce those assumptions instead of challenging them. In any given case, you are
contributing to the flow of commonly accepted knowledge, norms and discourse on the topic.
Michel Foucault demonstrated how discourse shapes political decisions and how political
decisions have been shaping the world. Covid-19 discourse that is viewed, in this study, as
liberticidal, is institutionalized from the highest level of decision making, both national and
international levels. It has been produced from international organizations like the WHO, UN
and rolled down onto governments that adhere to their vision. As discourse shapes the world
we live in, it indirectly dictates the attitude to have with those who transgressed international
communities’ norms, conventions, values, and habits. Postcolonial regimes might have never
sidetracked such vision by running the risk of being starved.
The work of Michel Foucault is critical to discourse production and analysis as he might
be considered as the most authorized voice to speak about this topic. In fact, the famous French
Philosopher, Michel Foucault, 1926-1984, was interested in the relation between discourse,
knowledge and power. For Foucault, the notions of power and knowledge, and therefore of
discourse, are intrinsically linked. They are terms which go hand in hand as discourse is diffused
and institutionalized as self-evident not through the means of coercive power but through soft
power. He uses the term ‘power/knowledge’ to signify that power is constituted through
accepted forms of knowledge, scientific understanding and ‘truth’. Thus, ‘Truth’ is a thing of
this world which is produced only by virtue of multiple forms of constraint. And it induces
regular effects of power.
On the notion of power, the French sociologist, Pierre Bourdieu coined the concepts of
“symbolic power” in relation with language production. He analyzes in his writings language
and the relations among language, power, and politics from the perspective of Austin’s “speechact” theory including linguistic theories of Saussure and Noam Chomsky. Pierre Bourdieu
argues that language should be viewed not only as a means of communication but also as a
medium of power through which individuals pursue their own interests and display their
practical competence.
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In the same perspective, Lorraine Code examined the same issue by letting known, more
or less, that if power is not guided by wisdom, knowledge is rather a power of ignorance. Indeed,
when the postcolonial regimes, due to a serious ignorance of Covid-19, coupled with arrogance
and self-congratulation on its management, preferred to promote the discourse and liberticidal
policies, they all poured out in a kind of “self-satisfactory power of ignorance”. That is to say,
they pride themselves and are satisfied with the sickish management of the crisis featured by
the excess of power that bathes in pure ignorance and not wisdom.
Political institutions and, to a certain extent, non-governmental organizations, embody
or crystallize a set of discourse which have real consequences on the lifestyles, beliefs, and
therefore the ideologies of people. Discourse crystallizes at the level of public political
institutions. For example, the police force or the penitentiary services, therefore the prisons,
have their own intrinsic logics on their way of disciplining the society. This is the reason why
the term discourse, as used in this context, is in agreement with the term ideology since the two
have been used interchangeably and linked to the post-Marxist vision of ideology.
Many discourse analysts have followed in the shoes of Michel Foucault to study a huge
range of topics including health, security, and international order, economic progress and many
others. Also they have expanded what used to be a rather text-based approach by moving not
more detailed linguistic analyses but also including nonverbal elements (not verbal
communication). For Foucault, discourse crystalizes into political institutions. For instance,
police forces or prisons complete with their own intrinsic in logic on how to discipline society.
Political institutions and, in some extent Non-governmental Organizations, incarnate or
crystalize a set of discourses which have real consequences on the way people live and therefore
create, within a system of ideas and ideals, a set of beliefs and values specific to their group,
That is the reason why the term discourse, as used in this context, is in congruence with
the term Ideology since the two have been interchangeably used and linked to the post-Marxist
view of Ideology. Thus, “a distinction is often made between Ideology as a system of beliefs or
the narrativized version of a subject’s lived “imaginary relation to the real” and discourse as
the Institutionalization of such ideologies” 9. This definition echoes the term of hegemony and
power, which are very central and significant to this study. Power, is defined in different angles,
but the notion of power, in this study, and might be cognized through its political lenses. For

9

Joseph CHILDERS and Garry HENTZI (ed.), The Columbia Dictionary of Modern Literary and Cultural
Criticism, New York, Columbia University Press, 1995, p. 85.
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example, Max Weber pointed out that political power is usually possessed or exercised, and in
this way those who possess and exercise “power” usually do so not on the basis of the threat of
physical violence but on the basis of tradition, legal systems, Ideology, consensus, etc. 10
The global war on Covid-19 has favored the development of different resilient strategies
the applicability of which is dependable to ruling culture of societies.

III. Curfew, Lockdown, and Physical Violence in PostColonial Societies
Covid-19 crisis was viewed, at certain extents, as a good opportunity for post-colonial
regimes to play their favorite games: restricting individual liberties. In any given sense, postcolonial societies in Africa have been very accustomed of getting liberties restricted. In fact,
from restriction of liberty of expression, passing through restriction of freedom of worship, to
police brutalities, Covid-19 might be viewed as having several forms of liberticidal measures.
Therefore, most political analysts viewed Covid-19 crisis as great fora for the promotion of
liberticidal discourse and liberticidal political measures 11. To illustrate, Senegal, Burkina Faso,
Guinee, Côte d’Ivoire have lived unprecedented theaters of violence and police blunders that
no sanitary crisis might have ever justified 12. The protection of individual liberties has suffered
a lot in such societies as governments were overwhelmed by the crisis and its implications.
Failing to be prepared from the point of view of the health infrastructure capable of coping with
the pandemic, they, instead, were contented to use violence to silence discordant voices and to
discipline citizens.
Michael SCHULSON, in his article “Mulling the Allure and Peril of State Power Amid
Covid-19” raises a very critical question. In fact, knowing that, “in a public health emergency,
governments have widespread power to control individual behaviors”, SCHULSON, wonders: “How
far should that go?” 13 In that rhetorical question, he lets us know that extremism is to be banned in the
exercise of power under sanitary crisis like Covid-19. Despite the situation of exceptionality which

10

Max Weber, Politics as A Vocation. Trans. H. H. Gert And C. Wright Mills. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1968
11
Michael Schulson, “Mulling the Allure and Peril of State Power Amid Covid-19”, 03.16.2020,
https://undark.org/2020/03/16/quarantine-powers-us-covid19/ 15/06/2020
12

Salma Niasse BA and al. , « Couvre-feu à la matraque : l’Afrique de l’Ouest se rebelle », Le Monde,
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2020/03/30/couvre-feu-a-la-matraque-l-afrique-de-l-ouest-serebelle_6034953_3212.html 30 mars 2020 à 19h00
13
SCHULSON, Op. Cit.
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liberticidal discourse producers and promoters put forward, they cannot allow themselves to restrict
liberties.

However, restriction of liberties in post-colonial Africa was not free from violence.
Mostly, it resulted in the recourse to physical violence the aim of which was to discipline
citizens who did not conform to the will of the authority. Violators and any anti-conformists
were severely repressed and people were ultimately more afraid of police brutalities than
catching the virus. Thus, the virus of fear was circulating in post-colonial societies in Africa.
The fear of being victim of “legitimized” violence in time of war on Covid-19 conducted by a
police and military forces imbibed with colonialist vision.
From a strictly poststructuralist standpoint, it might be affirmed that any form of
violence is supported by a set of discourse the aim of which is to get it legitimate. The process
of legitimation of liberticidal discourse, in time of Covid-19, has been headed from the highest
level of decision making. Thus, it has rolled down to postcolonial societies that just reappropriate it without challenging it. The “stay-at-home!” discourse, along with other
liberticidal semiotics, have been over-promoted in post-colonial African societies. Such
discourse has been institutionalized from the highest level of political decision making. For
instance, in Senegal, the “Loi d’ habilitation” 14 introduced to the National Assembly on March
26 and which was supposed to guarantee the President the ability to lead by ordering is a perfect
illustration.
The state of emergency has been declared in almost all of the fifty African countries,
imposing in order to restrict movement of people from evening to morning. Curfew in postcolonial societies, is synonymous with police brutalities to get the measures respected by
recalcitrant citizens. For instance, in Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast and Senegal 15, the police were
obliged to strike and even humiliate to enforce confinement measures for offenders. The first
days of curfew were hectic and people easily surrender. Recalcitrant voices were silenced and
rebellion temptation neutralized despite the dead silence reigning over the capital cities of
aforementioned countries at night hid the fear of being brutalized or even tortured by the
policemen who were trained on that behalf as a colonialist legacy. In South Africa, Andrew
Faul reported that “numerous videos emerged allegedly depicting police and soldiers
kicking, slapping, whipping and shooting lockdown violators”. Andrew depicts Covid-19
lockdown in that post-apartheid South Africa as “extreme, punitive and random” at that

14

It is the law presented and voted at the National Assembly which enabled the President to govern by
Ordonance. See appendices II
15
See appendices I
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“Nothing good can come from extreme, punitive and random use of force by police and
soldiers”.
The war on Covid-19 in post-colonial societies has got the characteristics restriction of
liberty of circulation and movement of citizens. The state of emergency was followed by
restriction of liberties such as freedom of circulation and assembly. In fact, on March 24th, the
ministry of interior released a decree that consisted to the temporary prohibition of the liberty
of circulation 16. Violators were viewed extremely punished in the web videos, and random use
of force by police and soldiers has been noticed among health workers. At a moment, all
Senegal looked like a military state where the argument of force and brutalities by the police
had taken over the force of law and order.
In the sector of public transport, restriction measures were taken on March 25 by the
ministry in charge limiting and prohibiting activities of actors. The limitation of passengers on
public transports was a great coup on the economy of the actors in the informal sector who saw
their liberty of entrepreneurship snatched out from their hands.
The freedom of worship was dilapidated under the excuse of the global war on Covid19. As post-colonial regimes have been accused of mimicking the East and West and just
importing models from there without challenging them, places of worship were also locked
down. In fact, liberticidal discourse that have been so promoted in western and eastern societies
were imported to the post-colonies which, in turn, went on it frenetically or worse. In Senegal,
it took the form of the shutdown of Churches and Mosques. That was viewed by worshipers as
an assault on their right to worship and assembly. Two decrees were released in March 2020
by the ministry of interior on that behalf. After the first decree of the ministry of interior
prohibiting the right to manifestation and gathering 17, administrative authorities went on to the
same direction to ban the right to gathering of any form throughout cities. For instance, the
governor of Dakar followed up with a decree that declared the shutdown of all the mosques in
the city 18.
The informal sector has been drastically hit by the promotion of liberticidal measures
under Covid-19. If actors in the cities saw their activities confined by liberticidal postcolonial
policymakers, those rural areas also have been starved for months. In fact, the frenzy and the
docility by which they appropriated its measures led to the prohibition, by government

16

See Appendices VII
See Appendices VI
18
See Appendices IV
17

www.galaxyimrj.com
046

The War on Covid-19 and the Promotion of Liberticidal Discourse in Post-Colonial Senegal

representatives, of commercial activities such as weekly markets and fairs 19, endangering the
lives of many businesses and therefore the economy.
In fact, post-colonial regimes still use physical force to reach their goals from Max
Weber’s standpoint. The monopoly on violence or the monopoly of legitimate use of physical
force is a core concept of modern public law, which goes back to Jean Bodin’s 1576 work, Les
six livres de la Républic and, more recently, Thomas Hobbes’ 1651 book, Leviathan. Also more
recently, in 1919, the sociologist, Max Weber described in his essay Politics as a Vocation, the
defining conception of the state. In fact, he claims that the state is the “only human
Gemeinschaft which lays claim to the monopoly on the legitimate use of physical force over its
citizens” 20.
From Weber’s perspective, post-colonial regimes resort to physical force as a legitimate
mean to get their citizens disciplined or, sometimes, to enforce laws. They do believe that this
might work in such contexts, like Covid-19 crisis, because citizens are scared enough to accept
whatever the authority wants. Physical force might be viewed as a colonial legacy in postcolonial societies. The colonial history of such societies somewhat witnessed the legitimation
of the resort to physical violence to discipline people and even repress glooming rebellions.
According to Weber, the state is that "human community that (successfully) claims the
monopoly

of

the

legitimate

use

of

violence

within

a

given

territory."

The

public police and military are its main instruments, but private security might also be
considered to have "the 'right' to use violence" so long as the sole source of this perceived right
is state sanction.
The restriction of people movements in such societies, notably with the resort to Curfew
and quarantine, is to be analyzed from Weber’s standpoint. In fact, according to Weber, this
monopoly is limited to a certain geographical area, and in fact, this limitation to a particular
area is one of the things that defines a state. In other words, Weber describes the state as any
organization that succeeds in holding the exclusive right to use, to threaten, or to authorize
physical force against residents of its territory. Such a monopoly, according to Weber, must
occur via a process of legitimation. « Legitimation » by definition, is the process by which the
governing obtain the acceptance of the governed ». 21

19
20

See Appendices V
Max Weber, Politics as a Vocation, Trans. H. H. Gert And C. Wright Mills, Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1968

21

Joselph CHILDERS and Al (eds.) The Columbia Dcitionnary of Modern Literary Cultural Criticism,
Columbia University Press, NY, 1995, pp. 166-167
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The post-colonial regimes, notably Senegal, followed a process by which they obtain
acceptance of Covid-19 liberticidal discourse and measures by the governed, namely the people.
In early March 2020, the President invited representatives of political, religious, and cultural
actors at his palace in order to discuss the broad and hectic issue of the Global War on Covid19 but also to ask for the moral and financial support to come to grips with the virus. Such
meetings were viewed by people as good success as the President failed in gathering them for
“Dialogue National”. However, the repeated audiences which the President got with the various
elites of the country is to be understood through the perspective of undemocratic implications
of the Global war on Covid-19, notably liberty restrictions.
The Covid-19 crisis enabled to picture out two categories of youth in post-colonial
societies. The liberticidal nature of the curfew contrasts the bold nature of the thirst for freedom
of a certain bourgeois youth. On the one hand, it revealed a certain type of new bourgeoisie
who, in love with the nightlife in Dakar, braved the measure of the curfew to date with friends.
Investigation also revealed the corrupted nature of the police whose agent helped such young
to cross illegally a whole night of curfew in order to satisfy a lust of liberty and adventure. On
the other hand, Covid-19 crisis highlighted the intensive relationship that the authority has with
the youth from the low class. In fact, this 'unhealthy youth', to paraphrase another great man
from Senegal, will have put up with police brutalities in popular neighborhoods like Medina,
Parcelles Assainies and Keur Massar.
Nevertheless, physical violence which postcolonial societies put up under Covid-19 is
not less painful than symbolic violence committed by a group of afro-pessimistic intellectuals.
In fact, liberty restrictions and the dehumanization of African people for the sake of war on
Covid-19, echoed the sort of “medical apartheid” 22, advocated by a group of western scientists,
on the African population with the clinical trial of vaccine against covid-19. The Covid-19 crisis
will have renewed the promotion of Afro-alarmist discourse communicating semiotics of
extermination and predicting a dark future in the post-colonies, while keeping an optimism of
a bright future for the West in which people respect Social and physical Distancing.
The Global war on Covid-19 will have taken on a different form in post-modern
societies like the west. Unlike, the post-colonial societies in Africa, post-modern societies in
the West invented and promoted quite subtler liberticidal discourse such as Social Distancing.
Any form of open liberty restriction has been avoided at utmost possible in such societies. The
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most appropriate resilient strategy which would not seem liberticidal was Social Distancing as
they, in the west, debate about Individual Liberty vs Social Order is as old as the society itself.
CONCLUSION
The world war against Covid-19 has favored the development of various resilient
strategies whose applicability depends on the dominant culture of societies. The anti-covid-19
warriors, through certain Afro-pessimist scientists, also extended what was previously a rather
textual approach by moving linguistic analysis including non-verbal elements: Semiotics. Thus
the debate on vaccine tests in Africa referring to it as the world public health policy laboratories,
highlights a set of semiotics of mass extermination, genocide and a kind of “medical apartheid”
in the black continent. In post-colonial societies, where governments are known as champions
in Liberty restrictions in all its forms, Covid-19 was viewed as a good opportunity to play their
favorite game: restricting liberties. Thus, it might be said that curfew and quarantine were much
more appropriate to Chinese and African societies than western ones who preferred to promote
social distancing instead.
Unfortunately, the Africa of proud anti-Covid-19 warriors with courageous state of
emergency measures and hectic curfew and stay-at-home discourse, is very likely to become
the ultimate epicenter of the pandemic because they have been waging a war while wearing the
specs of the western colonizer and following the rhythms of (de) confinement to the West.
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