
 

 
 
 
 

About Us: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/about-us/ 
Archive: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/archive/ 
Contact Us: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/contact-us/ 
Editorial Board: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/editorial-board/ 
Submission: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/submission/ 
FAQ: http://www.galaxyimrj.com/faq/ 

http://www.galaxyimrj.com/about-us/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/archive/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/contact-us/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/editorial-board/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/submission/
http://www.galaxyimrj.com/faq/


Galaxy: International Multidisciplinary Research Journal         Vol. 13, Issue-I, January 2024         ISSN:2278-9529   
 

www.galaxyimrj.com 

Arundhati Roy’s The Ministry of Utmost Happiness:  An Ecocritical 

Perspective 
Dr. Diksha Shukla 

Chhatrapati Shahu ji Maharaj University,  
Kanpur. 

 

Article History: Submitted-11/01/2024, Revised-27/01/2024, Accepted-29/01/2024, Published-31/01/2024. 

 

Abstract: 

The paper employs an ecocritical lens to analyze Arundhati Roy’s literary narrative The 

Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2017), focusing on the complex link that the book portrays 

between human civilization and the environment. The paper clarifies the novel’s ecological 

themes and their significance for the current environmental debate by examining Roy’s portrayal 

of environmental deterioration, ecological activism, and the interconnection of human and non-

human organisms. The study explains how Roy uses ecocritical ideas to criticize social attitudes 

toward nature and promote environmental justice through a thorough reading of important 

passages and characters. The paper advances our knowledge of the novel’s ecological value and 

applicability in light of current environmental issues. 

The ecological themes, imagery, and symbolism in fiction are examined using a 

qualitative technique based on detailed textual analysis. Through an examination of significant 

sections, characters, and locations in the book, this research seeks to pinpoint recurring themes 

and depictions of the natural world, deteriorating environmental conditions, and eco-opposition. 

This study also aims to clarify how Roy addresses ecological issues and promotes environmental 

justice in her story through a methodical text analysis enhanced by ideas from ecocritical theory. 

 

Keywords: Arundhati Roy, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, ecocriticism, environmental 

degradation, environmental justice.  

 

Set against the backdrop of a constantly changing world, Arundhati Roy’s second book, 

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, presents a complex tapestry of narratives that transcend the 

geographies of human life. The novel’s socio-political themes have received a lot of critical 

attention, but its ecological parts have not received as much attention. The paper aims to close 
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this gap by examining Roy’s depictions of nature, environmental deterioration, and eco-activism 

in the story using an ecocritical framework. This study attempts to clarify how the novel 

emphasizes the pressing need for environmental stewardship and eco-justice in the modern day 

by looking at the linkages between human civilization and the natural world. 

A crucial instrument for examining how nature and environmental issues is portrayed in 

literature is ecocriticism, a literary theory. Ecologist scholars like Cheryll Glotfelty, Timothy 

Morton, and Lawrence Buell have made a substantial contribution to the development of 

ecocritical perspectives, which emphasize the interdependence of human culture, society, and the 

natural world. Previous research has looked at Arundhati Roy’s eco-conscious themes, especially 

in her non-fiction and essay writing. Still, there is a lack of academic focus on The Ministry of 

Utmost Happiness’s ecological aspects. By bringing ecocritical viewpoints to Roy’s book, this 

study aims to close this knowledge gap and deepen our comprehension of the novel’s ecological 

relevance. 

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness deftly weaves together the wider ecological challenges 

that modern India faces with the particular hardships of its people. Roy envelops the reader in the 

natural world, emphasizing its beauty, fragility, and resilience via detailed descriptions of 

landscapes, plants, and wildlife. The novel also shows the damaging effects of human activity on 

the environment, in addition to these images of wealth in nature. Roy presents the reader with the 

hard facts of environmental deterioration, highlighting the pressing need for ecological 

protection and sustainable development. These realities range from urban pollution to 

deforestation. 

Characters that aggressively oppose environmental injustices and have a strong 

connection to the earth are shown in the fiction. Roy honors the agency of individuals in 

addressing ecological concerns, whether it is via Anjum’s attempts to reclaim a graveyard as a 

haven for underprivileged groups or through the eco-activism of environmentalists like 

Tilottama. The book presents an eco-resistance philosophy based on grassroots activity, 

compassion, and unity via these characters. The primary point Roy addressed with her main 

character, Anjum, is transgender issues. Roy strikes hard at reality in the novel's first words 

when she writes: 

She didn’t turn to see which small boy had thrown a stone at her, didn’t crane her 

neck to read the insults scratched into her bark. When people called her names - 
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clown without a circus, queen without a palace - she let the hurt blow through her 

branches like a breeze and used the music of her rustling leaves as a balm to ease 

her pain. (Roy, 3) 

The novel is a noteworthy work of contemporary literature since it tackles ecological 

challenges in addition to exploring human experiences. Through the use of an ecocritical lens, 

this study has shed light on the novel’s intricate web of environmental themes, natural images, 

and eco-activism. In the context of global ecological catastrophes, Roy’s novel emphasizes the 

need for environmental stewardship and eco-justice via its complex representation of the 

relationships between human civilization and the natural world. It serves as a painful reminder of 

the intimate interdependence between people and the land, asking us to heed the call for 

ecological consciousness and sustainable coexistence as we traverse an uncertain future 

dominated by climate change and environmental deterioration. 

Themes related to ecology determine and talk about the novel’s main ecological themes, 

which include community uprooting, environmental deterioration, and the effects of human 

activity on the natural world. It is a novel that delicately weaves together many ecological topics, 

offering a complex tapestry of environmental problems. Through colorful visuals and fascinating 

anecdotes, Roy digs into the complexity of human-nature connections, providing light on the 

interconnectedness between the natural world and human society. This study tries to evaluate and 

investigate the ecological themes inherent throughout the novel, underlining their significance 

and relevance in comprehending modern environmental concerns.  

Roy’s tale is strongly entrenched in the different landscapes of India, from the lush 

forests of Kerala to the desert areas of Rajasthan. Through her descriptive prose, she emphasizes 

the beauty and fragility of these ecosystems, emphasizing the necessity for their preservation. 

The book reflects on the fast loss of natural environments owing to urbanization, industry, and 

deforestation, so underlining the necessity of biodiversity protection.  

The existence of protected areas and wildlife sanctuaries, which act as safe havens for 

endangered species, is one noteworthy feature of the biological variety shown in the book. Roy’s 

presentation highlights the value of these sanctuaries in protecting biodiversity and maintaining 

ecological equilibrium. Moreover, the story underlines the intrinsic importance of nature and the 

ethical need to coexist amicably with other species. 

026

http://www.galaxyimrj.com/


Arundhati Roy’s The Ministry of Utmost Happiness:  An Ecocritical Perspective 

www.galaxyimrj.com 

The novel also discusses the harsh facts of environmental deterioration and how it affects 

neglected groups of people. Roy’s portrayal of the effects of pollution, indiscriminate resource 

exploitation, and land degradation on rural populations especially tribal tribes and peasants is 

striking. The fight for environmental justice and the opposition to entrenched interests’ 

ecological exploitation are both depicted in the book. 

Roy also explores the topic of ecological displacement, which refers to the forced 

relocation of populations from their native lands as a result of major infrastructure projects like 

mines, dams, and urban growth. This uprooting weakens cultural identities, upends social 

structures, and makes poverty and marginalization worse. The novel draws attention to the 

predicament of vulnerable groups by criticizing the unequal distribution of environmental costs 

and benefits via the lens of ecological displacement. 

The story delves into the important ecological issue of climate change and its 

implications for human cultures as well as the natural world. Roy’s story highlights the grave 

threat that climate change poses in the form of harsh weather, increasing sea levels, and altered 

agriculture practices. The book is a powerful reminder of how vital it is for everyone to work 

together to slow down climate change and prepare for its effects. The honors the tenacity and 

bravery of environmental activists who work to save the environment and promote sustainable 

lifestyles. Roy plays people who are passionate about environmental issues, whether they are 

fighting to protect forests from industrial pollution, encouraging the adoption of renewable 

energy sources, or demonstrating against these businesses. The story illustrates the 

transformational potential of grassroots movements in igniting social and environmental change 

via their deeds. 

It is a literary masterpiece that deftly examines ecological issues and how applicable they 

are to modern civilization. Roy invites readers to consider their relationship with nature by 

illuminating the connection between human behavior and the environment via evocative writing 

and detailed character portraits. The novel challenges us to imagine a more sustainable and just 

future by tackling topics including ecological displacement, biodiversity protection, 

environmental degradation, climate change, and environmental activism. In the end, Roy’s work 

is a moving reminder of our shared duty to appreciate and preserve the earth for the coming 

generations.  
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India’s varied landscapes provide a backdrop against which The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness deftly stitches together a tapestry of human experiences. In all of its manifestations, 

nature not only provides a backdrop for the story but also plays a crucial role in shaping and 

reflecting the lives of the main characters. Roy depicts nature as a comfort and a witness to the 

complexity of human existence through striking visuals and moving stories. 

It’s political unrest and urban tumult, Roy captures the spirit of India’s natural beauty, 

from the serene woods of Kashmir to the busy streets of Delhi. The characters in the book travel 

the winding streets amid the din of city life as they explore “old Delhi,” a place known for its 

busy marketplaces and little lanes. Here, the concrete jungle of human existence frequently 

pushes nature to the perimeter. As the story progresses, nature shows itself to be a strong force 

that has no bounds and may provide times of relaxation and introspection. The transgender 

character Anjum, who takes comfort in her rooftop garden in Delhi’s graveyard, represents this 

relationship between nature and introspection. Anjum finds a sense of calm and belonging from 

her encounters with plants and animals that she is unable to find in the chaotic world below. 

Roy also examines the complex interrelationship between politics and the environment, 

especially in the troubled Kashmir area. The Kashmiri people’s efforts against injustice and 

bloodshed are framed by the region’s verdant valleys and snow-capped mountains. Political 

activist Tilo is lured to Kashmir’s untamed beauty while having to deal with the harsh realities of 

militarization and migration. Roy presents nature as a place where the forces of nature and 

human struggle meet, as well as a haven through Tilo’s eyes. Roy writes: 

She could hear her hair growing. It sounded like something crumbling. A burnt 

thing crumbling. Coal. Toast. Moths crisped on a light bulb. She remembered 

reading somewhere that even after people died, their hair and nails kept growing. 

Like starlight, traveling through the universe long after the stars themselves had 

died. Like cities. Fizzy, effervescent, simulating the illusion of life while the 

planet they had plundered died around them. (Roy. 78)  

Roy also questions accepted ideas about nature by emphasizing how ecological 

equilibrium is upset and environmental deterioration is sustained by human activity. Musa is an 

environmental activist who fights to keep the government and mining firms from exploiting 

Kashmir’s rivers and forests. In line with Roy’s concerns for environmental justice and 

sustainability, his diligent efforts highlight the critical need to strike a balance between 
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ecological preservation and human progress. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness defies 

conventional literary standards with her nuanced depiction of nature. Roy illustrates the 

relationship between human life and the natural world via her descriptive descriptions and 

likable characters, creating a story that honors the tenacity and beauty of both. By doing this, she 

asks readers to consider how they relate to the environment and how they might influence its 

destiny. 

Human-nature interactions examine the several human-nature relationships (such as 

exploitation, veneration, and symbiosis) that are shown in the novel and talk about the 

ramifications of these relationships from an ecocritical standpoint. The novel combines the 

complexity of human existence with the unwavering presence of nature. Roy digs into the 

complex web of links between humans and the environment, examining themes of 

interconnection, exploitation, and resilience via colorful writing and varied characters. 

The symbiotic interaction that exists between the individuals and their natural 

surroundings is one of the most remarkable characteristics of the novel’s human-nature 

relationships. Roy shows nature as an active participant in her characters’ lives rather than just a 

setting. For example, Tilo, the main character, takes shelter from the turmoil and cruelty of urban 

life in the vastness of the forest, where she finds comfort and sanctuary. Tilo has a sense of 

spiritual renewal and a sense of belonging as the woodland transforms into a figurative shelter. 

The brutal reality of environmental exploitation and destruction stands in stark contrast to 

this ideal image of nature. Roy reveals the damaging effects of human activity on the 

environment throughout the whole book, from pollution and deforestation to the uprooting of 

indigenous populations. The building of dams and the unrelenting drive toward industrialization 

are harsh reminders of how nature has been used by humans for financial benefit, frequently at 

the price of ecological balance and indigenous rights. 

Roy also emphasizes the connection between environmental deterioration and human 

misery. The individuals in the book have a close relationship with nature, and environmental 

changes have a significant impact on their lives. For example, the terrible floods in Kashmir 

underscore the inseparable connection between natural calamity and human strife and provide a 

heartbreaking background for the difficulties of the protagonists. 

Roy acknowledges the serious problems brought about by human exploitation of nature, 

but he also highlights the flexibility and resiliency of both humans and non-human animals. A 
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deep connection to the land and its natural vitality is embodied by several of the novel’s 

characters, including the hijras who establish a temporary family in the Old Delhi graveyard and 

Anjum, a transgender woman who finds comfort in it. The ability of plants and animals to adapt 

to changing environmental conditions is also evidence of nature’s tenacity. She writes: 

It was herself she was exhausted by. She had lost the ability to keep her discrete 

worlds discrete a skill that many consider to be the cornerstone of sanity. The 

traffic inside her head seemed to have stopped believing in traffic lights. The 

result was incessant noise, a few bad crashes, and eventually gridlock. (Roy, 97) 

A thoughtful examination of the link between humans and nature is provided by the 

novel, which emphasizes both the beneficial interaction that exists between humans and the 

natural world and the negative effects of human exploitation. She encourages readers to 

reconsider their relationship with the environment and to acknowledge the interdependence of all 

living things via her compelling storytelling. In the end, the book is a potent reminder of the need 

for environmental stewardship and group efforts to protect the planet’s purity for coming 

generations. 

Environmental activism analyzes the novel’s characters and events that demonstrate 

resistance to ecological injustices or environmental activism and considers the advantages and 

disadvantages of these initiatives. The novel is a multilayered tale with themes of identity 

exploration, environmental action, and social justice woven throughout. Roy presents individuals 

in this complex story who are actively involved in a variety of activism, such as eco-activism, 

which has a big impact on the novel’s overall message as well as its plot. 

Eco-activism is fundamentally presented in the novel as a reaction against the unrelenting 

exploitation of nature and the damaging consequences of human activity on the environment. 

The characters created by Roy possess a keen understanding of the interdependence of all living 

organisms and the pressing necessity to save the delicate ecosystems that provide life on our 

planet. They subvert prevailing narratives of growth and development that put business before of 

the health of the environment by their deeds and beliefs.  

One of the main characters—Garson Hobart, also referred to as “Gardener” or Garson 

Hobart III—embodies eco-activism. Gardener, a former architect, gave up his affluent 

upbringing to devote his life to environmental advocacy. By recovering land from urban ruin and 

transforming abandoned sites into beautiful gardens, he helps people rediscover nature. The 
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dedication of Gardener to ecological regeneration is a reflection of Roy’s opposition to economic 

exploitation and her idea of other ways to live in balance with the environment.  

Similarly, Tilo, another important character in the book, works as a documentary 

filmmaker and interacts with indigenous groups that are battling against environmental 

destruction, demonstrating her strong commitment to eco-activism. Tilo travels to isolated 

woodlands and underprivileged areas where she sees directly the terrible effects of political 

incompetence and business greed on the environment. In addition to spreading awareness, her 

action aims to unite and show support for individuals who are leading the front lines of 

environmental resistance. 

In the novel, eco-activism is depicted as a group effort that goes beyond personal 

preferences and limitations rather than as a solo pursuit. To oppose the powers of exploitation 

and oppression, characters band together in demonstrations, campaigns, and grassroots 

movements. Their advocacy is motivated by a profound feeling of duty and empathy for future 

generations, as well as an understanding of the inherent worth of all living things. She writes, “I 

use the word love loosely, and only because my vocabulary is unequal to the task of describing 

the precise nature of that maze, that forest of feelings” (68). 

Roy does not, however, romanticize eco-activism or present it as a solution to all of the 

world’s environmental problems. She recognizes the intricacies and paradoxes that come with 

fighting for environmental justice, such as conflicts between many parties involved, concessions 

made for political reasons, and the boundaries of personal autonomy. However, she presents a 

picture of optimism and possibilities via the tenacity and will of her characters, implying that 

significant change can only be achieved by group action and unity.  

In the novel, eco-activism plays a major role, representing Arundhati Roy’s dedication to 

social justice and her profound care for the environment. Roy urges readers to address the 

pressing ecological issues confronting the world and to envision alternative futures based on the 

values of sustainability, justice, and respect for all living things via the trials and victories of her 

characters. The book serves as a reminder that while there is still work to be done to create a 

more equitable and sustainable society, it is work that is worthwhile for the environment and 

future generations. 

The effects of urbanization on the environment Examine how urbanization and its effects 

on the environment are portrayed in the book, paying particular attention to problems like 
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pollution, resource depletion, and the uprooting of indigenous populations. The novel deftly 

interweaves the intricacies of urbanization and its ecological consequences, providing a 

comprehensive examination of the interdependence between environmental deterioration and 

human progress. The novel, which is set against the backdrop of India’s busy cities, explores 

how urbanization has changed society’s socio-cultural fabric and the physical environment while 

also highlighting the ecological issues that come with fast urbanization. Roy writes: 

I don’t know where to stop, or how to go on. I stop when I shouldn’t. I go on 

when I should stop. There is weariness. But there is also defiance. Together they 

define me these days. Together they steal my sleep, and together they restore my 

soul. There are plenty of problems with no solutions in sight. Friends turn into 

foes. If not vocal ones, then silent, reticent ones. But I’ve yet to see a foe turning 

into a friend. There seems to be no hope. But pretending to be hopeful is the only 

grace we have… (Roy, 122). 

Urbanization, the process by which rural regions become urban centers, has been a key 

component of economic progress and modernization on a worldwide scale. Over the past few 

decades, India has experienced an acceleration of the urbanization phenomenon, resulting in the 

formation of megacities and expansive urban landscapes.  

Roy’s story effectively conveys the spirit of this urban development by showcasing the 

rich diversity, the unrelenting speed of life in cities like Delhi, and the chaotic energy of these 

places. Roy does, however, eloquently highlight the detrimental ecological effects of widespread 

urbanization in addition to the vibrancy of urban life. Cities intrude on natural areas, consume 

resources, and increase pollution levels as they grow to accommodate expanding people.  

The novel portrays images of dirty rivers, clogged streets, and disappearing green areas, 

which is a moving reflection on the negative environmental effects of urban growth. She invites 

readers to consider the long-term effects of unbridled urban expansion by highlighting the 

fundamental conflict between urban development and environmental sustainability through her 

eloquent words. The novel’s main concern is the uprooting of underprivileged communities for 

the sake of metropolitan growth. Numerous people are uprooted from their homes and 

livelihoods when real estate developments and infrastructure projects transform the urban 

landscape, frequently with little consideration for their rights or well-being.  
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Roy’s story highlights the predicament of the homeless, dispossessed, and urban poor, 

who suffer disproportionately from the demands of urbanization. The novel urges readers to 

consider the human cost of urban expansion by challenging conventional ideas of progress and 

development and emphasizing the experiences of these neglected populations. It also emphasizes 

how social justice and environmental justice are intertwined. Roy highlights that the most 

disadvantaged groups suffer the most from environmental deterioration; they are more likely to 

become ill from illnesses linked to pollution, to live in substandard housing, or to be uprooted.  

Through the integration of the problems faced by marginalized groups and the ecological 

issues brought about by urbanization, Roy’s story highlights the pressing necessity for a 

comprehensive strategy for sustainable development that places a high priority on social justice, 

environmental conservation, and community empowerment. The novel skillfully integrates the 

personal accounts of a wide range of people with more general issues of social justice and 

environmental degradation to present a fascinating examination of urbanization and its 

ecological effects. She challenges us to consider the intricate relationship between ecological 

sustainability and human progress via her highly detailed narrative. She also encourages us to 

consider other urbanization models that put the welfare of people and the environment first. The 

lessons from Roy’s story are still applicable today, as cities expand and change, emphasizing 

how important it is to create resilient, inclusive, and ecologically sustainable urban communities 

for future generations. 

In the novel, ecology, and gender analyze how gendered experiences interact with 

environmental challenges and how these interactions affect the characters’ connections with 

nature as you investigate the confluence of gender and ecology in the book. The novel, which is 

set against the backdrop of India’s busy cities, explores how urbanization has changed society’s 

socio-cultural fabric and the physical environment while also highlighting the ecological issues 

that come with fast urbanization.  

Urbanization, the process by which rural regions become urban centers, has been a key 

component of economic progress and modernization on a worldwide scale. Over the past few 

decades, India has experienced an acceleration of the urbanization phenomenon, resulting in the 

formation of megacities and expansive urban landscapes. Roy’s story effectively conveys the 

spirit of this urban development by showcasing the rich diversity, the unrelenting speed of life in 

cities like Delhi, and the chaotic energy of these places. 
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Roy does, however, eloquently highlight the detrimental ecological effects of widespread 

urbanization in addition to the vibrancy of urban life. Cities intrude on natural areas, consume 

resources, and increase pollution levels as they grow to accommodate expanding people. The 

Ministry of Utmost Happiness, which portrays images of dirty rivers, clogged streets, and 

disappearing green areas, is a moving reflection on the negative environmental effects of urban 

growth. Roy invites readers to consider the long-term effects of unbridled urban expansion by 

highlighting the fundamental conflict between urban development and environmental 

sustainability through her eloquent words. 

The novel’s main issue is the uprooting of underprivileged communities for the sake of 

metropolitan growth. Numerous people are uprooted from their homes and livelihoods when real 

estate developments and infrastructure projects transform the urban landscape, frequently with 

little consideration for their rights or well-being. Roy’s story highlights the predicament of the 

homeless, dispossessed, and urban poor, who suffer disproportionately from the demands of 

urbanization. The novel urges readers to consider the human cost of urban expansion by 

challenging conventional ideas of progress and development and emphasizing the experiences of 

these neglected populations.  

Furthermore, the novel highlights how social justice and environmental justice are 

intertwined. Roy highlights that the most disadvantaged groups suffer the most from 

environmental deterioration; they are more likely to become ill from illnesses linked to pollution, 

to live in substandard housing, or to be uprooted. Through the integration of the problems faced 

by marginalized groups with the ecological issues brought about by urbanization, Roy’s story 

highlights the pressing necessity for a comprehensive strategy for sustainable development that 

places a high priority on social justice, environmental conservation, and community engagement. 

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness skillfully integrates the personal accounts of a wide 

range of people with more general issues of social justice and environmental degradation to 

present a fascinating examination of urbanization and its ecological effects. The author 

challenges us to consider the intricate relationship between ecological sustainability and human 

progress via her highly detailed narrative. She also encourages us to consider other urbanization 

models that put the welfare of people and the environment first. The lessons from Roy’s story are 

still applicable today, as cities expand and change, emphasizing how important it is to create 

resilient, inclusive, and ecologically sustainable urban communities for future generations. 
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Discourse about the moral conundrums raised by the book about sustainable 

development, environmental preservation, and human society’s obligations to the natural world. 

The novel explores a multifaceted human experience that weaves together social, political, and 

ecological elements against the backdrop of modern-day India. Roy skillfully weaves the idea of 

ecological ethics throughout this complex story, emphasizing the moral obligations that come 

with humanity’s interdependence with the ecosystem. Roy urges readers to consider the moral 

conundrums raised by environmental deterioration and promotes harmony between humans and 

nature via striking imagery and moving narration. 

The understanding of how human groups and the natural world are interdependent is at 

the heart of Roy’s investigation of ecological ethics. She presents the Indian terrain as a colorful 

character in and of itself throughout the book, illustrating the diversity and tenacity of life. Roy 

highlights the inherent worth of nature and the significant influence of human activity on 

ecological systems, from the vast metropolis full of life to the isolated woods home to native 

tribes. She demonstrates how environmental deterioration upsets this delicate equilibrium, 

causing widespread pain and relocation, via the experiences of her characters. 

Roy presents several important ethical issues, one of which is how society and people should 

treat the environment. Ecological integrity is frequently sacrificed for the sake of economic 

progress in a society that is industrializing and urbanizing at a rapid pace. The tale illustrates the 

effects of unbridled exploitation, ranging from deforested areas and contaminated rivers to the 

uprooting of vulnerable groups. Roy emphasizes the close relationship between oppressed people 

and the natural world via characters like Anjum, a transgender woman who finds comfort in the 

company of animals. This underscores the moral need to safeguard both human and non-human 

existence. Roy used the metaphor of a tree to describe the life of Anjum. She writes: 

She lived in the graveyard like a tree. At dawn, she saw the crows off and 

welcomed the bats home. At dusk, she did the opposite. Between shifts, she 

conferred with the ghosts of vultures that loomed in her high branches. She felt 

the gentle grip of their talons like an ache in an amputated limb. She gathered they 

weren't altogether unhappy at having excused themselves and exited from the 

story. (3) 

Roy also challenges the dominant anthropocentric worldview, which puts the interests of 

humans first. She urges readers to embrace a more comprehensive ethical paradigm that 
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recognizes the inherent worth of all living things, including ecosystems. Roy examines the moral 

implications of environmental justice and the necessity of acknowledging the rights of nature via 

the figure of Naga, an environmental activist dedicated to preserving the Narmada River. She 

brings attention to alternative paradigms of ecological ethics based on reciprocity, appreciation, 

and interconnectivity by giving voice to underrepresented viewpoints and indigenous 

worldviews. 

Roy also emphasizes how urgent it is to confront environmental challenges like climate 

change, which are threatening the fundamental roots of life as we know it. She urges cooperation 

to lessen the effects of ecological deterioration and warns of the dire implications through her 

depictions of harsh weather and natural disasters. The book is a potent reminder of our moral 

responsibility to the next generation and the need to protect the environment for all living things. 

A thoughtful reflection on ecological ethics and the moral requirements of coexisting 

with nature may be found in the fiction. She drives readers to consider the moral conundrums 

raised by environmental degradation and promotes a more equitable and long-lasting interaction 

between people and the natural world via her rich tapestry of characters and settings. Roy’s book 

serves as a helpful reminder of the interdependence of all life and our enormous duty to the 

planet as we negotiate the complexity of the contemporary world.  

The use of ecological imagery and symbolism in the book, including motifs of rivers, 

woods, and animals, is examined. Its value in delivering ecological lessons is interpreted. The 

novel is a literary masterwork that deftly combines nuanced topics, characters, and tales. The 

novel’s wide use of ecological imagery and symbolism is one of its standout features. She uses 

ecological elements to enhance the story, heighten the thematic resonance, and provide 

commentary on human culture and its interaction with the environment through vivid depictions 

of landscapes, animals, and natural events. 

The concept of interconnection lies at the core of Roy’s investigation of ecological topics. 

The book illustrates the complex web of interactions that exist between people, animals, and the 

natural world, emphasizing the significant influence that human activity may have on the 

environment and its people. The characters’ connections with nature, such as Anjum’s fondness 

for animals and birds and Tilo’s strong bond with the woods of the Naxalite movement, serve as 

examples of this interconnection.  
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Roy uses vivid and detailed descriptions of natural events and landscapes to establish a 

feeling of location and atmosphere throughout the whole book. From the busy streets of Delhi to 

the isolated woods of Kashmir, the natural environment is both the story’s backdrop and its main 

character. The reader is drawn into these settings by Roy’s luscious writing, which fills them 

with the sights, sounds, and scents of the natural world.  

Furthermore, the work frequently conveys deeper thematic resonances through the use of 

ecological imagery and symbolism. For instance, the frequent use of birds—especially the 

sparrow and the egret—serves as a metaphor for change, resiliency, and freedom. The egret 

symbolizes the desire for freedom and escapes from social limitations with its beautiful flight 

and exquisite appearance. Similarly, the sparrow represents the tenacity of the downtrodden and 

oppressed, seeking beauty and consolation in the face of hardship due to its small size and 

seemingly inconsequential presence. 

Roy also criticizes the damaging effects of human activity on the environment using 

ecological pictures. The tale illustrates the effects of unbridled exploitation and greed by 

depicting environmental deterioration, pollution, and habitat devastation. One moving illustration 

of humanity’s disrespect for nature and the consequent loss of ecological integrity is the 

contamination of the Yamuna River. The novel looks at the connections between social and 

political conflicts and ecological issues. As conflicting interests fight for control over the 

region’s natural richness, environmental problems are intricately linked to the battle over land 

and resources in Kashmir. Roy skillfully demonstrates how social unrest and vulnerable 

populations are further marginalized by environmental deterioration, which intensifies already-

existing tensions and inequality. 

The complex tapestry of ecological imagery and symbolism in the novel highlights the 

connections between human culture and the natural environment. Arundhati Roy creates a 

compelling story that emphasizes the value of environmental stewardship, the effects of 

ecological degradation, and the possibility of resilience and transformation in the face of 

hardship via vivid descriptions, recurrent themes, and thematic resonance. The main conclusions 

drawn from the ecocritical study, highlight how the book depicts environmental concerns, the 

relationship between humans and nature, and the consequences of ecological action and thought. 

Make recommendations for future studies on the relationship between literature, environment, 

and social justice.  
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To sum up, in the ecocritical reading of Arundhati Roy's book The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness, the complex connections between literature, ecology, and sociopolitical processes 

have been made clear. This study makes it clear that Roy’s story is a potent tool for illuminating 

issues such as environmental degradation, displacement, and the interdependence of the human 

and non-human worlds. We may learn a lot about the need to tackle environmental issues in the 

larger framework of social justice and human rights by analyzing how the novel depicts 

ecological catastrophes in addition to criticizing societal injustices. In addition to encouraging 

contemplation about our obligations to the environment, Roy's work also motivates action in the 

direction of a more just and sustainable future. 
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