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Abstract: 

It is a reality – like that cyber terrorism has become the sword that menaces national 
and international security all over the globe.  Accordingly, internet is elected by cyber 
terrorists to be a fertile ground to recruit others, brainwash youngsters, plan attacks, and share 
information between various terrorist cells.  Cyber terrorism works in an effective way since it 
is a virtual and an anonymous world where codes intermingle, missions are planned, roles are 
divided, and propaganda is done. 

Geared by a CDA approach, the paper detects how coercion, legitimization, and 
delegitimization strategies are conducted by cyber terrorists during the course of their cyber 
planning in order to successfully accomplish their mission and propagate their incentives.  
Terrorist agenda focalizes on inducement and enticement which are undoubtedly cornerstones 
in the process of their propaganda and success.  Samples of terrorist discourses are to be 
suggested to unfold how terrorists polish one’s face, delegitimize others, or send hidden 
messages.    

Keywords: terrorism – cyber - CDA -  coercion - legitimization - delegitimization - 
media discourse – info-graphics - qualitative analysis. 

1. Background to the study: 

This section introduces the general background to the paper by identifying the thematic 
background as well as the theoretical one to cyber terrorism. 

1.1 Thematic Background 

“In spite of the spread of terrorist incidents throughout the world, terrorism has neither precise 
definition nor one which is widely acceptable.  Like many political terms it is pejorative” 
(Thackrah, 2004: 75).  Consequently, the pejorative connotation attributed to terrorism 
underscores that the latter is palpably a source of detriment which invokes dire precautions 
from anti-terrorists.  Terrorism, as its root discerns, “requires an element of terror and 
coercive purpose.  All terrorist acts involve violence or the threat of violence, often coupled 
with specific demands” (Thackrah, 2004: 75).  The use of violence is unquestionably finalized 
with given targets that intrinsically fall into the best interest of the coercer.  The United States 
Department of Defense views terrorism as “the calculated use of unlawful violence or threat 
of unlawful violence to inculcate fear; intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or 
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societies in the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious, or ideological” 1 .  
Whether violence is exerted or threatened to be utilized, terrorism is detected with its various 
ends.   

Terrorism, thus, is a broad term that can be crystallized in multiple facets as the cyber one.  
According to the U.S Federal Bureau of Investigation, cyber terrorism is any “premeditated, 
politically motivated attack against information, computer systems, computer programs, and 
data which results in violence against non-combatant targets by sub-national groups or 
clandestine agents” 2 .  This electronic terrorism or information war targets the banking 
industry, power plants, water systems, military installations, or air traffic control centers3.  
Cyber terrorism also takes the shape of terrorist official websites that fiercely compete with 
other media sources to transmit the latest news and endeavor to legitimize or delegitimize 
portions of them depending on their special interests.  It is a propaganda war where 
brainwashing and recruitment of new sympathizers take place.   

1.2 Theoretical Background 

The question of cyber terrorism has been approached from different perspectives; historical 
(Kaplan, 2016), military (Clarke, 2012; Janczewski & Colarik, 2008), fictional (Koppel, 
2015), political (Colarik, 2006; Kramer, 2009), cultural (Singer & Friedman, 2014; Silva, 
2016), ideological (Carr, 2012; Verton, 2003; Dashner, 2013), social (Yar, 2013), and legal 
(Pawar et al, 2012; Ohlin, Govern and Finkelstein, 2015). 

Historically speaking, Kaplan (2016) highlights the significant role that cyber warfare played 
from the 1991 Gulf War to conflicts in Serbia, Iran, Syria, Haiti, and the former Soviet 
Republic.  He elicits chronicles of secret planning, debates, and information exchange.  
Militarily speaking, Clarke (2012) exposes the virulent threat to American national security 
and its intelligible vulnerability in front of a new international terrorism.  A military 
armament is crucial to thwart such heinous menace.  Accordingly, Janczewski and Colarik 
(2008) underpin the importance of military tactics in handling cyber attacks as detecting 
primary target facilities and external penetration or planning security system.  Koppel (2015) 
takes a fictional look at the matter by imagining a blackout lasting for decades while a nation 
is unprepared for such scourge.  He warns that policy makers have to figure out reasonable 
and drastic solutions in case any unwanted technological disaster happens. 

At the political level, Colarik (2006) evinces that recent terrorist activities have political 
objectives via their use of cyber space.  Terrorists communicate with their terrorist cells, 
coordinate with them, and gather their target intelligence (Colarik, 2006).  However, Kramer 
et al (2009) identify key policy issues, explore possible changes in cyberspace, analyze the 
potential impact of changes in cyberspace, and examine key institutional factors concerning 
governance, protection, and organization.  Singer and Friedman (2014) seek the cultural 
aspect of cyber terrorism by showing that our entire modern way of life heavily depends on 
the internet and electronic communication.  Business executives, lawyers, ethicists, generals, 
                                                           
1 www.defense.gov 
2 www.techtarget.com 
3 ibid 
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and politicians are directly linked to a cyber world during their daily activities (ibid).  Silva 
(2016) goes further by landing on cyber espionage and highlighting advances in digital crime, 
forensics, and cyber terrorism. 

Ideologically speaking, Carr (2012) digs into cyber warfare by mapping the cyber underworld 
while Verton (2003) investigates how cyber terrorism can occur and what the global 
implications are.  Accordingly, Dashner (2013) explores the inherent relation between the 
virtuality of the world and the reality of the danger.  At the social level, Yar (2013) opines on 
cyber terrorism as an intricate and ever-changing phenomenon.  Yar locates cyber terrorism in 
the wider context of social change taking, therefore, into account the recent developments in 
social networking.  At the legal level, Pawar et al (2012) put much stress on the urgent need to 
make laws more stringent to keep a constant check on cyber infractions. Ohlin et al (2015) 
look for ethical and legal issues that surround cyber warfare especially the types of laws that 
should be applied, whether war laws or transnational criminal laws.  

2. Statement of the Problem 

This paper opts for a CDA approach to the study of cyber terrorism that touches upon the 
political, social, cultural, and ideological levels.  It offers an eclectic perspective that unveils 
latent ideologies once political, social, and cultural endings are deconstructed.  A CDA 
approach seeks to lay bare the tacit propaganda cyber-terrorists employ through the analysis 
of various info-graphics and pictures with their captions. 

3. Research Framework 

As the corpus is extracted from electronic media, the research framework of this paper falls 
into the scope of media discourse which is one of the areas of research in CDA. 

3.1 The Package Model 

The old ways of news selection were “on the basis of well-known news value - recency (or 
immediacy), negativity, proximity, lack of ambiguity, novelty, personalization and eliteness 
of the news actor, size and quantity, reference to elite persons, predictability, continuity” 
(Kong, 2009: 254).  Ungerer shifted to “the use of extracted topicality and the package 
approach” (ibid).  The main event, consequently, can be found in pictures and their captions 
or in info-graphs. 

3.2 The Pragmatic Model  

The pragmatic models to the study of media discourse are classified by Kulka & Hamo4 as the 
chart below shows: 

(A) Mediated political discourse dealing with the exploration of face and politeness in 
political contexts (Harris, 2001). 

(B) The study of specific speech acts in public and political discourse (Kampf, 2009). 

                                                           
4 Book chapter ‘Discourse Pragmatic’, Kulka, B. S., & Hamo, M. (2011) In T, A. V. Dijk (Ed), Discourse 
Studies: a multidisciplinary introduction (2nd edition) (p.158) 
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(C) The application of pragmatic models of coherence and meaning-making to the analysis 
of political interviews (Weizman, 2008). 

(D) The public mediated nature of discourse on television and radio highlights the need to 
attend the impact of different discursive positions and roles, of both speakers and 
hearers, on discursive processes (Fetzer & Weizman, 2006). 

(E) The diversity of media talks draws attention to the context-sensitivity of pragmatic 
concepts such as maxims of cooperation (Tolson, 2006). 

(F) Public and mediated discourse offers examples of the strategic uses of pragmatic 
processes, such as deliberate violations of discursive norms (Tolson, 2006; Weizman, 
2008). 

(G) The use of politeness as a discursive resource, rather than deferential behavior (Harris, 
2001; Kampf, 2009).  

As the corpus includes info-graphics, the Package Model is deemed relevant to the present 
study while the Pragmatic Model is justified by its reliance on intentionality’s detection 
which fits the paper’s objectives.  The paper seeks to lay bare the underlying messages 
intended by the news reporters. 

4. Research Instrument 

This paper is conducted by a qualitative analysis of the corpus focusing, thus, on coercion, 
legitimization, and delegitimization as elected pragmatic toolkits. 

4.1 Coercion 

Coercion is an act which causes “someone to choose one course of action over another by 
making the choice preferred by the coercer appear more attractive than the alternative, which 
the coercer wishes to avoid” (Johnson et al, 2002: 7).  Coercion can take the form of force, 
deterrence, compellence, indoctrination, or brainwashing. 

4.1.1 Coercion as Force 

Physical force, in most people’s minds, is considered as the antithesis of autonomy and it goes 
beyond a whole set of intermediate social controls as enticements, incentives, inducements, 
and seduction (Gaylin and Jennings, 2003: 147). 

4.1.2 Coercion as Deterrence  

Deterrence has to do with “the persuasion of one’s opponent that the costs and/or risks of a 
given course of action he might take outweighs its benefits” (George and Smoke, 1974: 11). 

4.1.3 Coercion as Compellence 

While “deterrence seeks to dissuade the target from doing something the coercer wishes to 
avoid, compellence attempts to make the target change its behavior in accordance with the 
coercer’s demands – for example to halt an invasion, to withdraw from disputed territory, or 
to surrender” (Johnson et al, 2002: 14). 
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4.1.4 Coercion as Indoctrination 

Indoctrination occurs “when you exploit the anxieties of a person rather than his reason – and 
this may be done either with or without his awareness – you are coercing his behavior, often 
without either the recognition or admission of coercion either side” (Gaylin and Jennings, 
2003: 156). 

4.1.5 Coercion as Brainwashing 

Following (Johnson et al, 2002: 16), coercion can pass through three main stages that run as 
follows: positive deterrence, punishment, and denial.  Brainwashing is regarded as the 
ultimate end of coercion that can be assured quicker and surer than education and it is more 
efficient than applying physical force in order to mobilize masses of people (Gaylin and 
Jennings, 2003: 161). 

4.2 Legitimization 

There is a nuance between coercion and legitimization as “legitimization function is closely 
linked to coercion, because it establishes the right to be obeyed, that is, ‘legitimacy’” 
(Chilton, 2004: 46).  The strategies of legitimization revolve around positive-self presentation 
as self-praise, self-apology, self-explanation, self-justification, and self-identification as a 
source of authority, reason, vision, or sanity (Chilton, 2004: 47). 

4.3 Delegitimization 

Delegitimization takes place once there is a “categorization of groups into extreme negative 
social categories which are excluded from human groups that are considered as acting within 
the limits of acceptable norms and values” (Tal, 1989: 170).  The strategies of 
delegitimization rally around negative-other presentation as blaming, scape-goating, 
marginalizing, excluding, attacking the communicative cooperation of the other, attacking the 
rationality and sanity of the other, and denying the humanness of the other (Chilton, 2004: 
47). 

5. Case Study 

The media branch of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), Amaq Agency, is selected as a 
representative case study in view of its official declarations of several attacks inside the 
Islamic State (Iraq and Syria) or outside (Saudi Arabia, France, Belgium)5.  The data will be 
approached from a CDA angle to lay bare the tacit propaganda that this news agency calls for 
and the ideological assumptions behind that. 

5.1 Data Description and Selection 

This paper targets news broadcast on Amaq Agency web pages6.  It specifically tackles a set 
of info-graphics and pictures with their captions7 published between February and March 
                                                           
5 http://a3maqagency2.tumblr.com/archive 
6 http://a3maqagency2.tumblr.com/archive 
7 See Appendix 1 
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2016.  The time span is justified by the paper’s objective to comment on latest news and by 
news availability provided by ISIS official website archive.  The attempt to access other 
terrorist websites8 is totally denied as some of them are blocked and others turned to be 
pornographical or life style fashion websites. 

5.2 Analytic Angle 

The elected corpus is approached from a CDA perspective employing three pragmatic 
toolkits: coercion, legitimization, and delegitimization.  The Package Model is singled out as 
the paper deals with a bundle of info-graphics whereas the pragmatic model is applied on the 
whole corpus to detect areas of latent propaganda and aspects of terrorist media discourse.  
The corpus is, therefore, qualitatively approached as CDA is a type of qualitative 
methodology (Denzin & Lincoln, 1994). 

5.3 Procedure 

The present paper selects four info-graphics to detect areas of coercion, legitimization, and 
delegitimization as a first step.  It, then, focuses on seven pictures and their captions 
employing the same aforementioned toolkits to highlight the extent to which captions’ content 
complies with info-graphics’.  All the findings are, finally, lumped to draw concluding 
remarks on terrorist media discourse’s mechanisms. 

6. Findings and Discussion  

The paper exposes the first findings about four info-graphics that display coercion as force, 
coercion as deterrence, coercion as compellence, and negative-other presentation.  The second 
findings deal with seven pictures and their corresponding captions. 

6.1 Info-graphics 

This paper deals with four info-graphics that are available on Amaq Agency website and they 
comment on ‘martyrdom operations’ in Iraq and Syria, Killed Syrian regime troops, vital 
bridges destroyed by US aircraft in Iraq, and ‘martyrdom operations’ in Iraq, Syria and Libya. 

Fig 6.1 Casualties of Kurdish Units (Coercion as deterrence) 

 

                                                           
8 See Appendix 2 
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ISIS gives a synopsis of its “martyrdom operations” during March 2016.  Operations vary 
from dual operations and rigged vehicles to explosive belts.  The targeted factions are the 
Syrian opposition, the Peshmerga, the Kurdish units, the Syrian regime forces, and the Iraqi 
forces.  The number of operations reaches 112 scattered all through the Islamic State that 
extends from Iraq to Syria.  The mostly utilized technique is the rigged vehicles (77 times) 
compared with dual operations (3 times).  This info-graphic embodies coercion as deterrence 
since the coercer sends a persuasive message to the target that the costs of not being on a 
neutral side or one of ISIS allies will be heinous.  The coercer deters the opponent that his 
sphere of possible intervention is unlimited. 

Fig 6.2 Killed Syrian Regime Troops (Coercion as force) 

 

This kill statistics of February 2016 sheds light on the number of Syrian regime troop’s 
casualties.  Operations are conducted on a daily basis ranging from explosive devices, 
shelling, and ambushes to infiltration, martyrdom, and commando operations.  Battles stand 
for 70% of total operations.  Areas focused on during their attacks are: Aleppo, Ithriya 
Raqqah road, Homs, Hamah, Damascus, and Ithriya Salamiyyah road.  ISIS is at the course of 
doing a war mongering and, thus, exerting coercion as force.  Force exceeds seduction and 
inducement to be an overt exposure of one’s might.  Through kill statistics, the coercer passes 
on shades of self-appeasement and paranoia. 

Fig 6.3 Martyrdom Operations in Iraq, Syria, and Libya (Coercion as Compellence) 
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The figure above differs from fig 6.1 in exposing an extended chart of ‘martyrdom operations’ 
that goes beyond the territorial limits of ISIS as it reaches Libya.  The targeted factions are 
broader as they include Kurdish units, Syrian regime forces, Iraqi forces, and Haftar militia.  
This info-graphic stands for coercion as compellence as it not only seeks to dissuade the target 
but also compels it to change its behavior and action.  The ‘fighters of the Islamic State’, via 
rigged vehicles and explosive belts, are conspicuously able to reach targets everywhere.  This 
tacit message is meant to make opponents compelled to the coercer’s demands and directions.   

 

Fig 6.4 Vital Bridges Destroyed (Negative-other presentation) 
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This info-graph is deployed by ISIS to negatively present the other since the latter is 
intelligibly responsible for all the detriment that happened to civilian properties.  It refers to 
destroyed bridges as ‘vital’ and marks their locations on ISIS map.  The US aircraft is 
depicted as unethical warrior that hovers over civilian and military targets and randomly 
launches bombardments.  The info-graph lumps all bridges’ destruction occurring during the 
last six months and accentuates their vitality as they bind internal areas to each other.  Amaq 
agency is, therefore, delegitimizing the target by labeling it as uncivilized and unethical as it 
does not abide by war ethics. 

6.2 Pictures and Captions 

This paper gathers seven pictures with their captions9 dealing with coercion as indoctrination, 
coercion as brainwashing, coercion as force, coercion as deterrence, coercion as compellence, 
positive-self presentation, and negative-other presentation.  The pictures are about explosive 
belts, Russian casualty, Shariaa courses, capital punishment, tree plantation, and Russian 
airstrikes. 

Fig 6.5 Explosive Belts (coercion as compellence) 

                                                           
9 fig 6.5 and fig 6.10 belong to the same caption (see appendix 1) 
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The picture above stands for coercion as compellence.  The coercer is not only dissuading the 
target to avoid uncalculated actions but also compelling him to radically change his behavior 
lest he should undergo a hail of severe punishment.  This picture is premeditated to halt the 
target from indulging into activities the coercer considers as unwanted.  Compellence, here, is 
the extreme case of deterrence and force and it is meant to instill a feeling of terror inside the 
target since “Islamic State fighters carried out a series of bombings with explosive belts and 
devices on Tuesday, targeting an airport and a central metro station in the center of the 
Belgian capital Brussels”10 . 

Fig 6.6 Russian Casualty (Coercion as Indoctrination) 

 

By embarking on the above picture, the coercer is endeavoring to exploit the anxieties of the 
target rather than his reason.  Pictures of death and blood are deemed unsolicited, however, 
the coercer zooms in on these atrocious ingredients in an attempt to coerce the other’s 
behavior.  The coercer is intentionally selecting the above picture telling his opponents that 
death is the ultimate alternative in case they opt for the coercer’s disobedience.  Playing on 
the emotional drive of the target is what counts for the coercer to achieve his objectives.   

Fig 6.7 Shariaa Courses (Coercion as Brainwashing)  

                                                           
10 See appendix 1 
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Life is not only killing and combating but also giving Shariaa lessons to raise the awareness 
of people.  By doing so, coercion as brainwashing takes place.  The coercer dispels the 
target’s fears and shows that ISIS way of life is not that murky.  However, ISIS enlightens 
people about their rituals, beliefs, and convictions.  It longs for a burgeoning society where 
individuals respect each other and realize their duties as well as their rights.  The tacit 
message sent by the above picture is that ‘we’ are preachers and not witches since “the 
attendees received daily lectures on creed and jurisprudence in the mosques of their villages, 
ending yesterday with an exam, as those who succeeded were awarded certificates from the 
diwan”11. 

Fig 6.8 Diwan Zakah (Coercion as Brainwashing) 

 

The picture above maintains the previous one in showing ISIS coercive attempt to brainwash 
receivers.  ISIS members are suggested as charity givers who donate financial aids to needy 
people.  This entails that their charitable actions have to be pervasive as they reinforce social 
and human ties.  Their mission is a noble one as the “monetary sums worth 48 million Syrian 
pound, 150 food packages, and 900 gas cylinders were distributed by the Diwan of Zakah 
among the poor and needy in al-Karamah district in Raqqah’s eastern countryside”12. 

Fig 6.8 Capital Punishment (Coercion as force, deterrence, and compellence)  

                                                           
11 See appendix 1 
12 See appendix 1 
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As it exposes a capital punishment scene by veiled warriors, Amaq news is exerting coercion 
as force, deterrence, and compellence at the same time.  The coercer is threatening, 
convincing, and dissuading all at a time as he chooses to highlight chained hostages 
undergoing a severe punishment.  Since the “judicial police carried out the death penalty 
issued by the Islamic court in Hit on 5 men convicted of spying for the Iraqi government”13, 
coercion as compellence, deterrence, and force takes place. 
  Beheading people in public areas stands for coercion as compellence where the coercer 
pushes the opponent to radically change its stance and surrender to the coercer’s wants.  
Highlighting the hazardous risks that may happen to target is a form of deterrence the coercer 
exerts.  Force is eminent in accentuating the gap between ISIS warriors and their opponents 
where the former are executives and the latter are mere victims. 

Fig 6.9 Tree Planting (Positive-self presentation) 

 

The picture above elides doubts that rally around the savage nature of ISIS warriors.  By 
presenting itself as carefully planting trees and watering them, ISIS transmits a tacit message 
to receivers that its intrinsic mission is building rather than diminishing.  The picture evinces 
that ISIS is a newly-born state that looks for the well-being of its dwellers.  Presenting the self 
as such is meant to lure skeptics to be part of this growing military power rapidly invading the 
world.  The contributor is highlighting the bright side of the Islamic State that wants to appear 
to the whole world as a beacon of construction and progress for it “launched a tree planting 
campaign in Raqqah’s western countryside, involving the cultivation of 60,000 trees” 14 .  
                                                           
13 See appendix 1 
14 See appendix 1 
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Consequently, ISIS is playing on the dichotomy of ‘US’ versus ‘THEM’ sketching ‘we’ as the 
idol of peace and well-being.  

Fig 6.10 Russian Airstrikes (Negative-other presentation)    

 

ISIS mouthpiece, Amaq Agency, propagates that while ‘we’ are killing their soldiers ‘they’ 
are killing our children.  Highlighting pictures of dead babies adds an element of sympathy, 
on the part of the receiver, with ISIS casualties.  ISIS is, therefore, delegitimizing the other as 
it presents him as barbarian.  It accentuates the virulent aspect of the enemy who does not 
differentiate between civilians and non-civilians since “Russian aircraft carried out several 
airstrikes on the city of Raqqah today, concurring with people attending Friday prayers in the 
mosque”15.  By doing so, ISIS is negating the humane side of the opponent in the eyes of 
public opinion.  However, it looks for gaining more back up for its case. 

Subsequently, if we were to draw the sketches of a genuine ISIS warrior, he would be: 

a) A warrior who has civic manners. 
b) A warrior who is a vigorous combatant. 
c) A warrior who is a charity giver. 
d) A warrior who is a preacher. 
e) A warrior who is not savage or unethical. 
f) A warrior who is not an assassinator. 
g) A warrior who is a caretaker and a liberator. 

 
7. Conclusion 

This paper has dealt with a CDA analysis of a set of info-graphics, pictures, and captions 
extracted from a terrorist website.  This paper has raised questions as to the extent to which 
the package model and the pragmatic model to the study of terrorist media discourse seem 
effective.  The analysis of coercion, legitimization, and delegitimization has unveiled opaque 
negotiated meanings behind the use of info-graphics and pictures. 

7.1 Recapitulation of Main Findings 

                                                           
15 See appendix 1 
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This paper has evinced that a CDA approach to media terrorist discourse offers a multiplicity 
of analytic angles of study as it touches on the political, social, cultural, and ideological 
levels.  The package model proves to be efficient in terms of sorting out underlying meanings 
from info-graphics and pictures as it offers a wider angle of seeing the event.  It also discerns 
that the main event is inherently dormant in info-graphics, photographs and their captions.  
The pragmatic model applied on terrorist media discourse has also eminent repercussions as it 
has laid bare the speaker’s intention beyond its discourse.  Terrorist media discourse oscillates 
between legitimizing one’s actions and delegitimizing other’s.  It is a coercive discourse as it 
convinces, dissuades, compels, and brainwashes the target.  Info-graphics have been deployed 
by terrorists to easily manipulate receivers as they negotiate intelligible meanings.  Pictures 
have a scattering effect on readers and their captions are swiftly grasped by receivers. 

7.2 Recapitulation of Implications 

All through the formerly enumerated findings, this paper has certain implications at three 
levels: thematic, theoretic, and methodological.  Thematically speaking, cyber-terrorism 
proves to be a rapidly-growing phenomenon that invades the world and escapes traditional 
definitions since its objectives are intricate.  Theoretically speaking, approaching terrorist 
media discourse from a CDA perspective evinces the interconnectedness between the 
linguistic, social, and ideological.  The linguistic analysis of info-graphics and pictures has 
unveiled the social and ideological aspect of terrorist discourse as the latter looks for 
perpetuating an ideology of fear and supremacy over other social and political counterparts.  
Methodologically speaking, the package and the pragmatic models helped to extract the 
intrinsic main event without dealing with long written texts.  The intention of the speaker is 
laid bare and underlying meanings in relation to ideology are deconstructed. 

7.3 Limitations 

This paper has embarked on a corpus that has been qualitatively approached.  It could have 
brought more insightful results once maintained by a quantitative analysis.  Frequency of 
keywords utilized in the captions could have yielded more validation to the qualitative 
findings.  The corpus, as well, could have been more enlarged although access to terrorist 
websites proved to be hard. 
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APPENDIX 1 

1/ Islamic State 
Wilayat ArRaqqah 
52 Killed and Wounded in Russian Airstrikes on Raqqah One Day after the Killing of 5 
Russian Soldiers. 
Raqqah – Amaq Agency: Russian aircraft carried out several airstrikes on the city of Raqqah 
today, concurring with people attending Friday prayer in the mosques. 
According to medical sources the bombings caused 17 dead, among them 5 women and 7 
children, in addition to 35 wounded. The airstrikes targeted 5 locations in the city, one of 
these near a mosque. 
This comes one day after 5 Russian soldiers were killed by Islamic State fighters during 
battles near the city of Palmyra in the Homs countryside. 
 
2/ Islamic State 
Wilayat AlAnbar 
Execution of 5 Iraqi Government Spies in Hit City 
Anbar – Amaq Agency: Judicial police carried out the death penalty issued by the Islamic 
court in Hit on 5 men convicted of spying for the Iraqi government. 
The verdict was passed on Muhammad Hamudi, Karim al-Mahlawi, Muhammad al-Mahlawi, 
Nazim Jasim, and ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Jalbawi after their arrest by Islamic State fighters and 
their confession of forming an espionage cell working to send information about Islamic State 
bases to the international coalition and the Iraqi government. 

032



Galaxy: International Multidisciplinary Research Journal Vol. 6, Issue-VI, November 2017 ISSN: 2278-9529 

www.galaxyimrj.com 

The sentence was carried out in the presence of locals on a public square in the city of Hit the 
day before yesterday. 
 

3/Brussels – Amaq Agency: Islamic State fighters carried out a series of bombings with 
explosive belts and devices on Tuesday, targeting an airport and a central metro station in the 
center of the Belgian capital Brussels, a country participating in the international coalition 
against the Islamic State. 

Islamic State fighters opened fire inside Zaventem Airport, before several of them detonated 
their explosive belts, as a martyrdom bomber detonated his explosive belt in the Maalbeek 
metro station. The attacks resulted in more than 230 dead and wounded. 

 

4/ Diwan of Zakah Distributes 48 Million Syrian Pound in Raqqah’s Eastern Countryside. 
Raqqah – Amaq Agency: Monetary sums worth 48 million Syrian pound, 150 food 
packages, and 900 gas cylinders were distributed by the Diwan of Zakah among the poor and 
needy in al-Karamah district in Raqqah’s eastern countryside.  
This comes after almost a month of work by the diwan in the area, where the zakah was 
distributed to hundreds of families in remote villages around the town of al-Karamah.  

 

5/ Tree Planting Campaign in Raqqah’s Western Countryside  
 
Raqqah – Amaq Agency: The Center for Agriculture launched a tree planting campaign in 
Raqqah’s western countryside, involving the cultivation of 60,000 tree seedlings of two 
different types, according to a statement made to Amaq by an official belonging to the center.  
The source said that approximately 20% of the project was completed so far and work is still 
ongoing, while also pointing out that the aim is to replace dead trees and return forestation to 
the countryside.  

 

6/Raqqah — Amaq Agency: The Diwan of Preaching and Mosques established 10-day 
religious courses on the topics of creed and jurisprudence in villages of the al-Haws area of 
Raqqah's eastern countryside, as well as in the area of as-Salhabiyyah in Raqqah's western 
countryside. Around 1,500 male and female students attended the lessons.  
 
The attendees received daily lectures on creed and jurisprudence in the mosques of their 
villages, ending yesterday with an exam, as those who succeeded were awarded certificates 
from the diwan.  
It is of note that the Diwan of Preaching and Mosques holds shari'ah courses on a regular 
basis in all cities and rural areas under Islamic State control. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Terrorist Websites inaccessible: 

• www.alneda.com  ------------------------porno 
• www.assam.com  -------------------------porno 
• www.almuhajiroun.com -----------------for sale 
• www.qassam.net ------------------------- forbidden 
• www.jihadunspun.net -------------------- life style fashion 
• www.7hj.7hj.com ------------------------- access denied 
• www.drasat.com --------------------------- blocked 
• www.aloswa.org --------------------------- for sale 
• www.jehad.net ------------------------------ blocked 
• www.aljehad.online ------------------------ blocked  
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