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Abstract: 

The Feuilleton is a writing genre that allows for much journalistic freedom as far as its 
content, composition and style are concerned; the feuilleton is a hybrid text which means that 
it makes use of different genre structures, both journalistic and literary. This study examines 
the significant changes in English feuilleton that have occurred in this genre in terms of its 
structure, narratology and thematics throughout centuries. 
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  Feuilletonis a French phenomenon.It was originally a kind of supplement attached to the 
political portion of French newspapers. Its inventor was Bertin the elder, editor of 
the Débats. It was not usually printed on a separate sheet, but merely separated from the 
political part of the newspaper by a line, and printed in smaller type. In French newspapers it 
consisted chiefly of non-political news and gossip, literature and art criticism, a chronicle of 
the fashions, and epigrams, charades and other literary trifles; and its general characteristics 
were lightness, grace and sparkle. The term was also used to refer to an installment of a serial 
story printed in one part of a newspaper. The other meaning of the term “feuilleton” is a 
satirical, humorous story or article (Encyclopedia Britannica).  

  The term “feuilleton” was adopted by many languages: German, Polish, Russian,but the 
term has never been adopted by English newspapers.Some scholars believe that the feuilleton 
has an English equivalent. It is a humorous/ satirical essay. Others believe that feuilletons are 
the stories united under headings: “personal story,” “talk of the town,” “funny story.” 
According to R. Eaman“Feulleton is a predecessor of the modern column” (Eaman, 
2009:141). 

First examples of feuilletons in English appeared in the 18th century. They were not called 
feuilletons, but they belonged to the hybrid genre of feuilleton-pamphlet and were written by 
famous English satirists D. Defoe and J. Swift. Feuilletons or satirical essays continued to 
develop in the 19th– 20th centuries. Best satirical journals of that time were: “Punch,” 
“Fun,”“Wipers times,” “The Private eye.” 

Today it is very difficult to find a genre of a feuilleton in the pages of modern newspapers, 
because now there is no necessity in a comic allegory. Because of press democratization, day 
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after day it becomes difficult to find the examples of feuilletons in British newspapers like 
“The Guardian” and “The Observer.” These newspapers have special humorous columns 
where journalists write humorous stories. These are pure humorous stories, lacking sharp 
irony and grotesque. Their aim is to entertain the readers, not to instruct them. For the above 
mentioned reason we decided to study the articles of satirical newspapers: “The Daily squib,” 
“The Spoof,” “News Thump,” and “News biscuit.”  

 The analysis of the satirical articles showed, that at present in English press there exist a 
hybrid genre of feuilleton – a feuilleton-article that resembles a newspaper article more and 
lacks fictional characteristics. Thematically feuilleton-articles vary: mainly the articles are of 
political character, but alongside with them there are articles satirizing or criticizing the stars 
of show business, royal family, the monarch, etc. 

  It should be mentioned that in satirical articles satirists mock more on foreign counties’ 
political leaders rather than their local politicians. 

   In the satirical article “President Trump inaugurates. Grab a woman by the Pussy Day” 
(The Daily Squib, 08. 10. 2016), the journalist ridicules at D. Trump. The plot is such: The 
president enters a famous lingerie shop, where he starts boasting about his victory in 
presidential elections. He is proud to defeat Hillary Clinton and says: “I just grabbed the lady 
CEO’s pussy. I’m meeting the British PM, Theresa May in London, England next week and 
I’m gonna grab her by the pussy too. I might need both hands for Angela Merkel who I ‘m 
meeting after. You know I like to do that. Grabbing women by the pussy is every man’s God 
given right, and listen to me, I’m making it artificial, as president I want a day dedicated to 
this act.”The president repeats the phrase “to grab somebody by the pussy“ several times. The 
phrase does not have a direct meaning here. It is used figuratively. It is interesting to mention 
the origin of the phrase. The phrase was first used by D. Trump in 2005 while speaking with 
a friend about women, reflecting his admiration to “weaker sex”:  “eah, that’s her, with the 
gold. I’ve got to use some Tic Tacs, just in case I start kissing her. You know I’m 
automatically attracted to beautiful — I just start kissing them. It’s like a magnet. I just kiss. I 
don’t even wait. And when you’re a star, they let you do it. You can do anything. Grab them 
by the pussy. You can do anything.” His speech was secretly recorded and spread in 2016 
before elections. 

 In the satirical article the phrase loses its sexual connotation and means “finish what you 
have started” (Urban Dictionary). With this phrase, Trump threatens world female leaders 
(Theresa May and Angela Merkel) and promises to defeat them. Satirical articles published in 
British satirical newspapers show the negative attitude of the whole nation towards the 
presidency of D. Trump. 

  In the satirical article “Michael Flatley’s upper body refusing to perform at Donald Trump 
inauguration” (News Thump, 19.01. 2017) the journalist criticizes “Lord of Dance” M. 
Flatley who accepted the suggestion of participating in the inaugural ceremony.  The 
journalist mocks at those artists who accept the suggestions because of a great sum of money. 
Feuilleton is written in a very interesting way. The speaker is the personified body of the 
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dancer. He says that he is not guilty at all and announces: “I just want to make it perfectly 
clear that I want no part of this at all. I find the whole thing abhorrent. It was the legs who 
accepted the booking. But they’re the only part of us that people care about – the arms 
weren’t consulted. If the legs want to go through with it, that’s fine. They can flail around all 
they like; I’m just going to stay perfectly still, with my arms stuck fast to my side in 
protest.”The feet of the legendary dancer answers the blame with the following words: “It’s 
not a political decision doncha know. We just love to dance so we do. Feckin love it. We 
don’t need the upper body at all. We can carry the show ourselves.”  

  In British newspapers one can come across satirical articles mocking at religion. The article 
“Actually it was Adam and Steve, says God” (News Biscuit, Jan. 2, 2017) makes parody of 
the story of “Creation” (Old Testament) and tells the readers a new version of world creation.  
According to the author of the article, the God was not against of homosexualism and created 
Adam and Steve on the one hand and Adele and Eve on the other. The couples lived happily 
until Eve and Adam went walking. They saw each other, admired each other and started to 
live together. The feuilleton is written in the form of an interview. The God is the speaker.  

English monarch and royal family are often satirized in Modern English satirical newspapers. 
In the satirical article “Queen Victoria Sells her Granny Panties at UK Auction” (The Spoof, 
20.07. 2015) the journalist makes parody of Queen Victoria. The article is a mixture of a 
satirical article and a humorous story. It contains elements of both: belles-lettres and 
newspaper styles. The already deceased queen (with the help of time machine) comes backto 
the XXI century England, brings her grandmother’s old knickers and sells them at UK 
auction. She gets a good sum of money in it, then visits a famous “Victoria’s Secret 
Store”and buys the best underwear for herself.  The journalist sympathizes with Queen 
Victoria, who is against of old traditions and adores change. “Time for a change. It’s a new 
day. I’m sick of the old Victorian stuff” -  tells Queen Victoria to the shop assistant. Coming 
out of the shop, she borrows an iphone from the pedestrian and massages to Queen Elizabeth 
II:“Love it here. Always wanted 2 visit the store named after me. Awesome. U Shld shop 
here.”Where is satire here? The journalist’s satire is against Queen Elizabeth II and her 
conservatism. 

  It is a well-known fact, that the queen reigns but does not rule. Queen Elizabeth’s 
inactiveness is ridiculed at in the satirical article “The Worst Ever Tsunami” (The Spoof, 
2.01.2015).One day a mighty tsunami of human excrement  hits England. It has the worst 
effect: “Toxic fumes emitted by the accelerating mountain of fermented feces sent victims 
into wild, hallucinatory trances. Those were the lucky ones. Others were so badly affected 
they turned into dangerous animals and had to be gunned down by police. The rest were 
simply swamped to death by the sheer volume and weight of the stuff. “ People need help but 
no one helps them: “The entire British Parliament has fled into hiding, to Nat 
Rothschild's private Ionian island of Fukyu.” The name of the island is purposely chosen by 
the satirist showing the indifference of politicians. The queen who reigns and is inactive 
appears on BBC calming down the inhabitants:"In this time of great trial and tribulation, we 
must all stick together. I can assure you all, that this too... shall pass. I, myself, am no 
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stranger to the phenomenon... as I have been a close, personal friend of Ronald Reagan, 
George W. Bush and Tony Blair." The ending of the article is the most interesting. The queen 
herself announces that famous politicians R. Reagan, G, Bush and T. Blair were bad 
politicians and he knows well the smell of human excrement.  

 The analysis of modern English satirical articles showed that in England the term 
“feuilleton” does not exist but we can find the hybrid forms of feuilletons like: feuilleton-
article, feuilleton-essay, feuilleton-dialogue, feuilleton-interview, feuilleton-humorous story, 
feuilleton-parody and many more. This fact makes us think that feuilleton in England has the 
most developed forms. As for the function of Modern English feuilletons, it is the same - to 
mock at vices of the society, to criticize politics, political leaders, royal family, celebrities 
and their wrong style of life. The tone of Modern English feuilletons is not as harsh as it was 
in the 18-19th centuries. The feuilletons became softer, lost their sharpness and started to 
resemble a humorous story or a humorous article. 
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