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Abstract: 

The present study is an attempt to explore the alliance among globalization, multiculturalism and 
literature. Multiculturalism is a new prerequisite of human civilization which initiated to 
escalating during the last two decades of the 20th century. Multiculturalism is the consequence 
and the reason for that is globalization. If Multiculturalism is the consequence, the reason for it is 
globalization, if globalization is treated as an outcome; the reason for it is liberalization. We can 
say that liberalization escorted to globalization and globalization escorted to the budding of 
multicultural world. Multiculturalism has been treated as a major theme and subject-matter in 
literature during the last two decades of the 20th century and the 1st decade of the 21st century. 
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Globalization: 

Primarily the word globalization is to be found in the ancient Indian text Rigveda, where it is 
mentioning ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, which means “The whole earth as one family”. The 
canon behind this axiom is to have brotherhood, love and oneness among all the people of the 
world. The idea expressed here is that all the inhabitants of the world should live as one family. 
The idea, with which the present word globalization is used, is wholly dissimilar from the sense 
in which this axiom was initially used. There are three possibilities concerning the origins of 
globalization, which Waters (1995) summarizes as follows: 

1. That a form of globalization has been in progress throughout history (for example, the 
unrecorded prehistoric movements of people across the planet); 

2.  That is an outcome of capitalism in the modern period; 

3. That is more recent, the product of ‘disorganized capital’ of post-industrialism and post-
modernity. (Pp.3-4). In the words of Sheila L. Croucher ,“globalization can be described as a 
process by which the people of the world are unified into a single society and function together. 
This process is a combination of economic, technological, socio-cultural and political forces.” 
Saskia Sassen writes that “a good part of globalization consists of an enormous variety of micro-
processes that begin to denationalize what had been constructed as national – whether policies, 
capital, political subjectivities, urban spaces, temporal frames, or any other of a variety of 
dynamics and domains.” 
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The word globalization is now used with a sense of material affluence, material development, 
trade and commerce and for producing prosperity. There is no sense of love and brotherhood in 
it. There are many aspects which have played a crucial role behind the emergence of 
globalization. Those aspects are as under: 

Liberalization: The philosophy of liberalization which became very accepted in the 18s is 
fundamentally conscientious for globalization. Liberalization opened the gateway for import-
export trade, for the opening of multi-national companies and to do trade outside the realm. Yet 
outsources become achievable owed to liberalization. 

Extraordinary Innovation in the field of Science and Technology: This is the subsequent 
aspect which is moderately conscientious for globalization. Throughout the last two decades the 
human race witnessed a significant insurrection in the field of telecommunication, technology, it 
and many other fields of this sort. Internet and telecommunication made this sphere a smaller 
place for people to live. The consequence was that innovative techniques and latest electronic 
devices created a live contact among people of the globe. It has offered the means for 
communication but the live human being stroke has gone from the existence of the inhabitants.  

Mobility: is one more aspect which has led to the circumstances of globalization and multi-
cultural society. It would be reprehensible to say that mobility is only because of multinational 
companies. The exactness is that all entity wants to have more and more prosperity and for that 
in search of better scenario mobility takes place. No individual is fulfilled with whatsoever he or 
she acquires inside his/her own community. The exploration for superior prediction has shaped 
mobility. 

A Multicultural Society: 

The condition of people belonging to different states, countries, castes and communities live into 
gather forms a society which may be called ‘a multi-cultural society.’ The state of their live into 
gather is multiculturalism. Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary defines: Multiculturalism as 
the practice of giving importance to all cultures in a society and it includes people of several, 
different races, religions, languages and traditions. James Trotman in his book Multiculturalism: 
Roots and Realities states: 

Multiculturalism is valuable because it uses several disciplines to highlight 
neglected aspect of our social history, particularly the histories of women 
and minorities….. and promotes respect for the dignity of the lives and 
voices of the forgotten. By closing gaps, by raising consciousness about the 
past, multiculturalism tries to restore a sense of wholeness in a postmodern 
era that fragments human life and thought. (66)  

Intimacy or family feeling isn’t the basic ideology behind multiculturalism. Multiculturalism is a 
prerequisite in which people of different communities, castes and countries live for their material 
progress. The basic aim is to be more prosperous and wealthy family feeling is not even a remote 
consideration behind multiculturalism. Multiculturalism leads to a situation in which people 
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lived together but every family or an individual is just like an Island. It can be said that 
multiculturalism is just an arrangement for the people of different communities to live together 
but it is not for brotherhood. It is just for better prospects:  

                       If we denote to the aspects of the multiculturalism, it can be said that on the 
surface there is a lot of discussion, contact and association but it exists only at the substance 
level. It is an exterior in which the endeavor is to prove authority of one’s own culture and 
identity over others, there is no thought of actual family sensation.  

                      The second aspect of multiculturalism is cross-current of different cultures leading 
to culture inconsistency. It is factual that multiculturalism creates a circumstance for the 
inhabitants of different cultures to live together but it leads culture-conflict. Since people of 
different cultures come in contact with one-another, it creates a cross-current of various cultures 
find it difficult to accept the worth of all cultures and as a result culture-conflict takes place. It is 
to be found largely in those human establishments where people working in multi-national 
companies live together. Of course, to condense the factor of culture-conflict, different 
celebration is organized and festivals are celebrated so that every culture may get its due respect.  

                      There are certain advantages also of multiculturalism. Multiculturalism enlarges a 
psyche of small children into dynamic and versatile personality. A person who is brought up in 
multicultural background finds it easier to interrelate with others and to unite with others. Such 
an individual could never find himself or herself left alone. It gives the special benefit of getting 
the knowledge of several languages because multiculturalism gives a chance to the people to 
come and interrelate with the people of other cultures. 

Multiculturalism and Literary Dalliance: Multiculturalism has been treated as a major theme 
and subject- matter in literature during the last two decades of the 20th century and the 1st decade 
of the 21st century. Various writers of Indian Diaspora, England, America and Africa have tried 
to spotlight on multiculturalism in their illusory works. They attempt to discuss diverse shades of 
multiculturalism and thus they high-light positive and negative conclusions of multiculturalism.  
However, Bhikhu Parekh examines: 

Multiculturalism is, in fact, not about minorities but is about the proper 
terms of relationship between different cultural communities, which means 
that the standard by which the communities resolve their differences. (2000: 
13) 

Writers like, V. S. Naipaul in A House for Mr. Biswas, Jumpa Lahiri’s Namesake, Kiran Desai 
in The Inheritance of loss and Rohinton Mysteriousness in his poem have discussed the theme of 
multiculturalism. These news states of human civilization have provided a rich subject matter to 
literature and to other forms of arts like, Cinema. Different writers have tried to emphasize 
special aspects of multiculturalism through their works. For example, Ashok Chaskar in his book 
Multiculturalism in Indian Fiction in English refers different forms of multiculturalism. He talks 
about: Democratic multiculturalism recognizes the reality of cultural diversity and differences 
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and gives them a political dimension. These differences can give rise to clashes between groups 
but democratic multiculturalism attempts to resolve conflicts through dialogue and discussion. It 
assumes that social equality is possible only when there is no oppression and subordination. The 
focal themes of democratic multiculturalism are social heterogeneity, diversity and freedom. It 
advocates the politics of involvement. Another kind is conservative multiculturalism which is 
less accommodative than the other forms. Liberal multiculturalism celebrates the value of 
individualism. Liberty and autonomy are terms dear to it, but it denies the issues of identity and 
belonging. Its argument is for a natural 39 equality of all – Whites, African-Americans and 
Asians. Critical multiculturalism focuses itself on the importance of the positive socio- cultural 
transformations. It supports the representation of race, class and gender in the public domain and 
understands the reasons of social unrest and struggle (22). V S Naipaul highlights the aspect of 
homelessness and rootlessness through his works like, A House for Mr. Biswas. Jumpa Lahiri 
discusses the problem of East-vs.-West through Namesake and writers like Kiran Desai tried to 
discuss how culture crisis takes place in a multi-cultural society. The Indian novelist Shobha De 
presents the problem of multi-cultural society. The Indian novelist Shobha De presents the 
problems of multi-cultural society in a metropolitan conurbation like Mumbai through her novels 
like Second Thought, Sisters and Socialite Evening, she tries to emphasis on how a person 
undergoes from his/her individual aloneness in spite of living in a multitude. Arvind Adiga’s 
Booker Prize winner novel The White Tiger studies the distinction between India’s rise as a 
current universal monetary monster and the central character, Balram, who arrives from 
countryside insufficiency background. In short multiculturalism, has served a very good purpose 
of subject-matter and premise for various forms of art and literature.  
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