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Abstract:  

Over the past few decades Ecocriticism is the youngest of the revisionist movement that 
have fascinated the human attention. Eco-critics share their environmental likings of some sort, 
majority of them are ‘nature endorsing’. In India, also, it is taken as the reappraisal of 
Romanticism and Nature Writings and its progeny. Indian ecocriticism tries to broaden its study 
to solve modern environmental issues. As far as an ecocritical analysis of Indian literature is 
concerned it is an undeniable fact that environmental issues are always thematically linked with 
surface stories and poems. Taking an overview of the situation in India, ecocriticism is still in its 
escalating stage. ASLE INDIA and OSLE INDIA are the organizations which work for the 
promotion of the studies in literature and environment, not only in India but in other Asian 
countries also. Many Indian Intellectuals are struggling hard to provide platform for ecocritical 
studies and to encourage public concern about the plight of the environment. Many Indian 
writers like Arundhati Roy, Ruskin Bond, Vandana Shiva, and Medha Patekar are toiling to 
promote ecocriticism. Environmental vision and action should go hand in hand and this paper is 
a small step in creating such vision. 
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Ecocriticism emerged as a self conscious movement somewhere in 1980s. Started with minor 
body of works which are generally characterized by “relationship between literature and physical 
environment”1 it has transformed into an environmental theory and extended in its scope across 
the world. As a literary theory it examines the role of physical world in different literary 
discourses. Ecocritical literature generally answers the questions as what is the role of nature in a 
particular sonnet? How physical settings can affect the main plot of the novel? Are the values 
expressed through the novel will increase environmental consciousness or not? Despite all its 
scopes and inquiries ecocriticism shares a fundamental rule that whole world’s human nature is 
connected with its physical world. Eco-critics share their environmental likings of some sort, 
majority of them are ‘nature endorsing’. In India also it is taken as the reappraisal of 
Romanticism and Nature Writing’s and its progeny. Indian ecocriticism tries to broaden its study 
to solve modern environmental issues. As far as an ecocritical analysis of Indian literature is 
concerned it is an undeniable fact that environmental issues are always thematically linked with 
surface stories and poems.  

Arundhati Roy, one of the most thought provoking woman writers of Indian soil, 
delineates a firm desire for preserving nature and environment. Her predominant passion is to 
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cease environmental affliction caused by humanity, knowingly or unknowingly. In her novel The 
God of Small Things she exposes inhuman practices done in the name of modern development, 
tourism, economic growth, urbanization to devastate our Mother Earth. The exotic beauty of 
Kerala which has created an everlasting impression of joy upon her mind has made her seek an 
affinity with the natural elegance of the region and that is why she cannot bear its destruction in 
the name of modernization and industrialization.  By writing such novels she wants to invoke her 
readers against the threat posed to our existence by environmental pollution for which we 
ourselves are responsible to a great extent. Not only her writings but her personal life is also 
dedicated to the cause of nature and its protection. The God of Small Things ecocritically 
highlights how she talks about the slow and silent destruction of the pristine beauty and divine 
purity of the ‘God’s Own Country’ which ultimately rings the bell of warning against our 
unconscious attempts at self destruction which comes very subtly with the destruction of nature 
and disturbance of ecological balance. Amar Nath in his book Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small 
Things: A Critical Appraisal rightly observes: “Roy presents the river besides the Ayemenem 
house as a swollen drain in which a thin ribbon of thick water lapped wearily at the mud banks”2. 
The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh can be considered the first Indian novel which explicitly 
raised voice for all hitherto ignored ecological issues. Ghosh in this novel shows that how 
environment affect the relationship of state and the poor, flaura and fauna and brings into 
consideration the hypocrisy which is hidden underneath the conservation policy of Sunderbans. 
He sensitizes the issue of extra discursive reality of nature that changes according to humanity. 
The novel depicts the constant friction between sunderbans and sea in parallel to the tension 
between plant and animal life. The constant encroachment by humanity over Sunderban’s 
ecology is the pivotal issue of the novel. Sunderban is a fascinating island in Bay of Bengal, but 
the life projected here is unpredictable and insecure. Tiger’s attack and eviction are the threats 
which consecutively looming over aborigines. The tides of the sea destroy the peaceful life and 
the stability of the island without any warning. Through The Hungary Tide Ghosh warns 
humanity over the excessive misuse of nature.  

“At no moment can human beings have any doubt of the terrain's hostility to their 
presence, of its cunning and resourcefulness, of its determination to destroy or expel 
them. Every year, dozens of people perish in the embrace of that dense foliage, killed by 
tigers, snakes and crocodiles.” 3 

The International Union of Conservation of Nature has declared Sunderbans as its biodiversity.  
All illegal activities like poaching, deforestation continue in this region. On the contrary the 
whole population of the region depends upon forest for their livelihood and felling goes on at fast 
level. The prime target of all the timber merchants is the Sundari tree, which is the most 
distinguished plant of this region. Dr. U. Sumathy in Ecocriticism in Practice says:  

“The Hungary Tide with its interwoven strands of ecology and mythology , science and 
tradition is an unmistakable plea for the conservation of the Sunderbans bioregion. An 
overview of reality- the serious threats that this ecosystem feces reveals the fact that there 
is no exaggeration whatsoever in Ghosh’s account.”4 

 No doubt the ecocritical study of The Hungry Tide redirects our attention towards eco-
consciousness, and Ghosh’s contribution in this direction is significant. Another significant 
Indian writer is Ruskin Bond, no doubt a high priest of nature, possesses a wide variety of 
knowledge about nature and his love for it explicitly visible in his poems and short stories. Bond 
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makes us feel that man has become more conscious about his needs and takes nature as a 
commodity only. His short stories overtones environmental philosophy, fully loaded with 
environmental advocacy. An autobiographical story entitled “Copperfield in the Jungle” Bond 
depicts hunting expedition for fun as an inhuman activity, and counts it in environmental 
atrocities. The young protagonist along with his uncle Herny and some sporting friends goes to 
Trai forest of Shiwalik region for hunting. Bond depicts the bad condition of the forest due to 
wild fire. The young protagonist feels that tree which has taken years to grow is destroyed by 
human beings in no time. Bond brings into attention the ruthlessness and devil may care attitude 
of mankind towards nature. In “No Room for Leopard” Bond again talks about the aftermaths of 
deforestation. A trust worthy Leopard is killed by hunters in very heartless manners. Dinesh 
Borse in his article entitled “A Study Of Ruskin Bond’s Seleced Short Stories In The Light Of 
Ecocriticism” says:  

“The story also reveals the difference between the children’s thinking and the adult 
thinking has also been brought out. Children love nature. They love all the creatures. It 
comes naturally to them. No ulterior consideration enters their innocent minds. They can 
never ever think of harming the animals or exploiting them for their personal gain or 
profit. But the adults are solely driven by mercenary considerations. If a leopard’s skin 
can fetch them a good price, they would not think twice before killing him. Compassion, 
trust, loves… these mean nothing to them. An idyllic world stands shattered because of 
this selfish cruelty.”5 

“In Dust of the Mountain” Bond again brings our attention towards the issue of ruthless 
deforestation. He brings into notice the reasons for less rainfall. He shows that trees are under 
great peril due to human carelessness. His stories are well received by readers as in a simple style 
and lucid manners he specifies the close relationship between nature and literature. He stresses 
on the inter dependence of man and nature in the chain of ecology. Dinesh Borse further says: 
“showing interdependence and all inclusiveness which emphasizes on the ecofriendly, 
cohabitative and symbiotic relationship between man and nature.”6 Further in context of southern 
Indian literature the opinion of Cheryll Glotfelty is completely apt when she says that: “All 
ecological criticism shares the fundamental premise that human culture is connected to the 
physical world, affecting it and affected by it…”7.  Whole Indian literature revolves around the 
concept of accommodation with nature and reconciliation with nature. Close analysis of such 
literature brings into account that nonhuman element are equally important and runs parallel with 
the main plot of the story. Dr. Sumathy in his brilliant book  Ecocriticism in Practice makes very 
important study of almost all southern Indian literature. In his book different chapters deal with 
different genres like, eco-poetry, eco-fiction, eco-drama, children literature and even nature 
writings. Bharathidasan’s Kurangin Acham, Andal’s Thiruppavai , Gita Mehta’s A River Sutra, 
and U.R. Ananthamurthy’s short story “A Horse for the Sun” and Rabindranath Tagore’s  Mukta 
Dhara are dealt with a great length in order to stress the importance of nature in human life. Dr. 
Sumathy aptly comments that:  

“In order to create a healthy environment, vision should be coupled with action. Hence, 
the contemporary relevance of each of these literary texts has been brought out. This 
enables the reader to understand how imagination is verty close to reality and fact and 
fiction merge with each other in ecocritical readings.”8  

Different phases of the Indian Literary history is fully loaded with the litterateurs concerned for 
depleted condition of pristine nature and Mother Earth. ASLE(The Association for the Study of 
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Literature and Environment) is founded in foreign country somewhere in 1992 in order to protect 
nature but its branches as ASLE INDIA and OSLE INDIA are working on Indian soil to provide 
a solid platform for Indian scholar to promote their ideas of saving environmental degradation. 
The contribution of Vanadana Shiva is also commendable as she has written seminal texts as 
Biopiracy: The Plunder of Nature and Knowledge (1997) and Stolen Harvest: The Hijacking of 
the Global Food Supply (1999) in order to expose cunning way of working of new capitalism 
and stresses on the post colonial approach of ecocriticism.  
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