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Abstract:  

Rabindranath as a visionary could realize that the progress of the nation could 
take place when the condition of the millions of rural people was improved. He thought 
that to improve the condition of rural folks we must arouse the feeling of self-confidence 
in the villagers and imbibe them with a spirit of self-help, train them in the principles of 
co-operation and to urge them to rely on their collective strength for solution of their own 
problems. In his economic thought Tagore laid emphasis on co-operative farming. He 
thought that co-operation would help to break inertia and lethargy of the people and 
develop their self-confidence and initiative. Through his economic thought Tagore 
wanted to bring a regeneration of village, a total change of social relationship, a complete 
self-dependent village. His rural development was the development of human relations 
based on love and co-operation. He believed in a decentralized economy with the village 
as its unit and individual’s well-being and development as its objective. Rabindranath’s 
economic thought was guided by a philosophy of creative unity which sought to achieve 
harmony and balance among the different elements that constitute the rich and complex 
society of India. 
Keywords: self-confidence, co-operation, development. 
     
Introduction: Generally Rabindranath is known for his poetic genius and philosophical 
insight. But it will not be an exaggeration to consider him as an economist of high stature. 
This paper will focus on some of the aspects of Tagore’s economic thought and rural 
development and will try to re-evaluate the significance of his economic thought in the 
present context of global economic situation. 
 
Rabindranath’s Thought on Economic and Rural Development: Rabindranath was 
not only a visionary but he was also a pragmatist. He knew that only the removal of the 
intellectual poverty of the nation would not help the nation to prosper. He was equally 
concerned with the problem of material life of the nation. In resolving the problem, he 
put much trust in the co-ordination of a nation’s resources through the co-operation of the 
independent powers. He realized that any real progress of the country could take place 
when the condition of the millions of rural people was improved. He saw rural life 
through and through during his stay at Silaidaha and Patisar while looking after the 
family Zamindari. He saw poverty, both physical poverty and poverty of mind. In some 
of his poem ‘Chitra’ especially in the poem ‘Ebar Phirao More’ we can see Tagore’s 
sympathy and concern for the condition of the poor. He prays for their health, wealth and 
education. To remove the wretched condition of the rural folks Tagore opened a new 
centre at Surul with the name of Sriniketan on Feb. 6, 1922. The institute at Sriniketan 
was started by him with a view to arouse the feeling of self-confidence in the villagers 
and imbibe them with a spirit of self-help, train them in the principles of co-operation and 
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lastly to urge them to rely on their collective strength for solution of their numerous 
problems. 
 
This task can be accomplished by increasing wealth in the rural areas. And it is possible 
through large scale co-operation and introduction of modern methods. In his Presidential 
address at Pabna(now in Bangladesh) Tagore advocated a programme that would “restore 
to the villages the power to meet their own requirements. We should combine a number 
of villages to form a regional unit. Self government will become real only if leaders of 
these units can make them self-reliant and capable of coping with the needs of their 
component villages. They must have their own schools, workshops and granaries, their 
own co-operative stores and banks which they should be assisted to found and taught to 
maintain.” 1 This shows his keen interest in rural development and the betterment of the 
people of rural India. Rabindranth said that his mission of Sriniketan was not just to give 
some welfare service to the villages near by it but to develop a technique for the whole of 
India. 
 
Tagore was in favour of modernizing the farming system. In many occasion he declared 
that India’s true interest would not be served by clinging to outmoded techniques. 
Without modern equipment, farming could not be improved, production would become 
stagnant and the suffering of cultivators could not be removed in anyway.  He said that 
modern devices were necessary for quick production and for better quality of crops. He 
pointed out that if we are to provide the necessary goods and services to all members of 
society, the machine will have to be increasingly used. Though Rabindranath encouraged 
the free use of machine but at the same time he warned us that we must use machine as 
the slave of man, not its master. 
 
Rabindranath was aware of the fact that the adoption of the machine and the introduction 
of improved methods of production may create temporary unemployment, but he pointed 
that this was not a necessary consequence of mechanization.  In western countries, 
improvements in techniques and increase in wealth have opened the avenues for new 
types of professions and trades. It is only in under developed economies that we find 
underemployment and surplus labour. In advanced economies the more machinery used, 
the greater seems to be the shortage of manpower. It may so happen in India also, if the 
Indians display the energy and initiative like the western people. 
 
The most distinctive feature of Rabindranath’s rural reconstruction programme was the 
introduction of co-operative farming. Though Tagore introduced co-operative movement 
in developing rural economy, this co-operative principle was also practiced in ancient 
India. In his book the Co-operative Principles, he says, “At one time, the co-operative 
principles were followed to some extent in our village based economy. But life was not as 
simple in those days. Besides it is now far more difficult for the rich to be selfless. The 
masses must now develop their own inherent strength that will be more permanent worth. 
If the Indian economy is based once more on co-operation, the villages which are the 
nurseries of our civilization will be vitalized and the whole country will gain a new 
life.”2 He pointed out that individual villagers may be poor but if many villagers pooled 
their resources, they could accomplish tasks which were individually beyond their 
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competence. Tagore thought that co-operation would help to break inertia and lethargy of 
the people and develop their self-confidence and initiative. His faith in action and 
positive measures helps to explain why he urged his countryman to adopt measures of 
social and economic reconstruction on their own initiative without at every step for help 
and assistance from the government. 
 
Rabindranath sought to implement his programme for the reconstruction of the economic, 
social and cultural life of the village in and around the villages of Santiniketan. His 
programme of rural reconstruction provided the first conscious attempt to change the 
century old Indian agriculture and village economy. He firmly believed that there could 
be no question of the economic regeneration of the country till people in the villages 
regained their initiative and self-respect. His programmes at Santiniketan and later at 
Sriniketan in co-operation with Mr. Elmhirst were intended to bring back dynamism and 
dignity to the people of India. In many of his letters to Leonard Elmhirst in 
connection with Sriniketan Rabindranath expressed this idea. As a visionary he 
wanted to make Sriniketan a ‘Lamp of light’ and not a lump of gold. He did not 
want Sriniketan to be mere ‘Store house of benefits’. He wanted a regeneration of 
village life, a total change of  social relationship, a complete self dependent 
village. A village development in fact was the development of human relations 
based on love and and co-operation; co-operation through proper education. 
Though his programmes might have evoked little result, but the experiment is significant 
because of the great awakening it brought about among the people of the area. 
 
Relevance of Tagore’s Economic Thought: A little reflection will show that 
Rabindranath’s thought have a great impact on our modern economic development. The 
Community Development Programme and Adarsh Village Programme undertaken by the 
government are the results of Tagore’s experience and experimentation. The balanced 
development of a national economy in which large scale industrialization based on the 
machine goes side by side with the development of small-scale and cottage industries is 
in conformity with the principles he had preached. The emphasis on co-operation in every 
sector of economic life also derives from his teachings. India has also accepted his view 
of more equitable distribution of wealth throughout the community without abolishing 
private property. Tagore recognized that great disparity in income prevents the growth of 
social solidarity but did not accept the idea of abolition of private property. He believed 
that the urges which create private property are rooted in human nature. It may be 
possible to abolish private property by power but it is difficult to change human nature. 
To bring uniformity power is mechanical and is neither desirable. As in the field of 
nature, so in the realm of human world, complete uniformity paralyses initiative and 
makes the intellect idle, but excessive unevenness is also bad because it hinders the 
development of social contact among people by the creation of distance between them. 
 
Some people may be sceptic about the relevance of Tagore’s economic thoughts in the 
era of globalization. But it may be pointed out that his economic thoughts are not in 
opposition with concept of globalization. Rabindranath would not have opposed 
globalization used in the sense of economic interdependence among the countries. What 
he emphasized was that for the balanced development of the country both towns and 
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villages should be equally developed. It is said that globalization has brought 
unprecedented opportunities to billions of people throughout the world. In fact, the fruits 
of globalization are enjoyed by the few rich countries. In the name of free economic 
global market, developed countries are exporting their products to the underdeveloped 
and developing countries like ours and compelling our consumers to buy their products. 
As a result small farmers, marginalized artisans and craftsman of our country are 
suffering. They fail to compete with the finished products of the developed countries in 
the global market. The fruits of globalization if it has any are not reaching our villages. It 
has widen the gap between the poor and the rich, villages and towns. Globalization has 
actually reduced the power of individual states to determine their destiny. It imposes the 
economic, political and cultural standards of one region of the world, namely the west, on 
all other regions. Globalization as we have seen is nothing but socio-cultural and 
economic imperialism. 
 
Concluding Remarks: Rabindranath would not have accepted this kind of globalization 
because he firmly believed that human personality develops in an environment of 
freedom. For him freedom had meaning only when it led to full opportunities of 
development to every individual. And this will be possible only when our villages will be 
developed with all amenities of education, industrial development and civilized living. 
Tagore believed in a decentralized economy with the village as its unit and individual’s 
well-being and development as its objective. He did not believe that machine was the 
enemy of man, on the contrary, he believed that any mechanical aid that reduce man’s 
hard toiling was man’s friend and helpmate. Rabindranath demanded a combination of 
tradition and experiment for the regeneration of our economic life. He wanted to 
introduce the latest technique of Western science while taking steps to retain the freedom 
and dignity of the individual life. He also sought to combine in his economic pattern 
agriculture and industry in a way that would be most conducive to the co-operation of the 
village and the town. In all this, he was guided by a philosophy of creative unity whose 
aim was to achieve harmony and balance among the different elements that constitute the 
rich and complex society of India. Thus it can be said that Tagore’s economic thoughts 
are still relevant even in the era of globalization.                                                                                
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