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Patricia M. Terrell, a Writer from USA: In Conversation with Dr. Ajit 
Kumar 

  

               
Pictures provided by Patricia M. Terrell 
 
Patricia M. Terrell was born in Washington, DC. She is an award-winning, internationally 

acclaimed author of more than 20 books in multiple genres. River Passage, the true story 
of the Donelson Party journey westward in 1779-1780, won the 2010 Best Drama Award 
and was determined to be so historically accurate that the original manuscript resides at 
the Nashville (TN) Metropolitan Government Archives for future researchers and 
historians. Vicki’s Key, the first in the Black Swamp Mysteries series featuring a CIA 
psychic spy, was both a 2012 International Book Awards and 2012 USA Best Book 
Awards finalist, and The Tempest Murders, the first in the Ryan O'Clery Mysteries series, 
placed as one of four finalists in the 2013 USA Best Book Awards. The Pendulum Files 
was a 2014 finalist for Best Cover Design. 

  
            With her latest release, The White Devil of Dublin (2014), Irish Detective Ryan O'Clery is 

contacted by an historian claiming to have information about his ancestors. Before this, 
he has a good number of books to her credit. These include The Pendulum Files (2014), 
The Tempest Murders (2013), Dylan's Song (2013), Secrets of a Dangerous Woman 
(2012), Vicki's Key (2012), The Banker's Greed (2011), River Passage (2009), Exit 22 
(2008), Songbirds are Free (2007), Ricochet (2006), Take the Mystery Out of Promoting 
Your Book (2006), The China Conspiracy (2003), Kickback (2002), Memento 
WordPerfect (1988), Dynamics of Reflex (1987), Dynamics of WordPerfect (1986),  and 
Creating the Perfect Database (1984). 

 
            Prior to becoming a full-time author, Terrell founded and operated two computer 

companies in the Washington, DC area. Her specialties are computer crime and computer 
intelligence and her clients included the CIA, United States Secret Service, and the U.S. 
Department of Defense. Computer technology plays a large role in her contemporary 
suspense thrillers. 

 
Dr. Ajit Kumar interviewed Patricia M. Terrell on September 29, 2014 about her writing. She 

explained her different experience expressed in books and observed being a writer. She 
expressed her views on the different aspects which she chose to write about. She 
answered each question with great patience. 
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Ajit: What inspires the most for writing your novels? 
Patricia: I find inspiration everywhere; in the people I meet, the places I visit, the news I read… I 

am an avid people watcher, and I’ll pick up on personality or physical traits. I also enjoy 
going through declassified documents to find true cases and mold them to fit a different 
era. 

  
Ajit: Yours novels have achieved a literary distinction which attracts the most to the 

readers. How do you view it? 
Patricia: I have been very blessed in my literary success, and I owe a lot to all the people along 

the way who helped me in various ways. I deeply appreciate my fans; they are so devoted 
and over the years, they have helped to spread the word about my writing. 

  
Ajit: You have written a lot about the various relationships. What is your idea about ideal 

human relationships? 
Patricia: I do believe in true love and in soul mates that last an eternity. I believe the two most 

important things in this world are hope and love. Without them, where would we be? 
  
Ajit: Some of your novels are big in size. What kind of response you get for these novels? 
Patricia: I am very fortunate that I am allowed by my publishers to write the stories without 

regard to the length. All of my novels are at least 75,000 words and occasionally I’ve 
written as many as 125,000 words. It all depends on the complexity of the plot and the 
number of points of view I am disclosing.  

  
Ajit: You have written a lot about women. Do you agree that you turn out to be a feminist 

occasionally? 
Patricia: I am not as brave as a feminist, I’m afraid. I do believe that women are the backbone of 

any society, and I have been surrounded by strong, capable women throughout my life. I 
have never bought into the notion that we are the weaker sex. 

  
Ajit: Your novels are inspiring and motivational. Do you follow any particular idea behind 

this? 
Patricia: I do seek to inspire and motivate as well as entertain. I never preach any particular 

beliefs but I want people to come away from my books as having learned something new. 
If they can use that knowledge in their lives to make them better or more enjoyable, then 
I will have served a purpose. 

  
Ajit: Critics call you an observer. What is your opinion about an observer and writer? 
Patricia: Yes, I love to observe everything going on around me. I believe the more a writer can 

observe people, events and locations through the eyes of another, the better they are at 
writing. Otherwise, the writing itself can become akin to tunnel vision. 

  
Ajit: You have earned a huge experience of writing. Would you like to share your talent 

with the young and emerging authors? 
Patricia: This year marks the 30th year of my first book’s release. I’ve been very fortunate to 

have remained in this field for so long, and I have seen numerous changes over the years. 
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My advice to new and emerging authors is to hone your craft to the best of your ability; 
always seek professional editorial assistance; never allow your ego to become intertwined 
in your work but listen to the critics and make adjustments; and learn as much as you can 
about the publishing industry, even when you are searching for a traditional, royalty-
based publisher. The more you know, the better equipped you will be to deal with writing 
as a career. 

  
Ajit: Do you turn to be autobiographical anywhere in your novels? Please share. 
Patricia: I have never created any characters that are autobiographical, though I have used my 

own experiences to help me write certain scenes. In The Tempest Murders, for example, 
Ryan O’Clery must drive through a hurricane to reach his lover before the killer. I drove 
through a series of tornadoes several years ago, trying to outrun them before I became 
trapped, and I’ve lived through two hurricanes.  

  
Ajit: How do you view the literature of 21st century? 
Patricia: We have never had so many books at our disposal before. The genres are limitless, and 

with the emergence of technology in the publishing world, there are authors and books of 
every caliber. It is also far easier for authors to find fans around the world, even in remote 
villages, than ever before thanks to the Internet. It’s an exciting time in the publishing 
industry. 

  
Ajit: Do you believe that you have a central concept in your novels? 
Patricia: I hope that I do not. I strive to write fresh novels so I keep the reading exciting, unique 

and fun. If I ever begin to rehash an old formula or plot, I’ll know my writing is coming 
to an end. 

  
Ajit: What do you read as a background to your writing? 
Patricia: I have shelves filled with reference materials. Some of the books provide inside 

information on the CIA, psychic spies, the FBI, or other areas which I write about. Other 
books provide character traits, encyclopedic volumes on everything from the architecture 
of castles to how goods are shipped from overseas.  

  
Ajit: What may we expect next from Patricia M. Terrell 
Patricia: I am under contract to write two books per year, which is keeping me quite busy. I am 

continuing to write suspense/thrillers; one series, the Ryan O’Clery Mystery Series, deals 
with domestic crime, while the Black Swamp Mysteries series involves international 
intrigue and espionage. There’s never a dull moment! 

  
Ajit: Thank you so much for your time, Madam. 
Patricia: Thank you very much for having me, and thank you for the insightful questions. I have 

enjoyed my visit with you. 
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