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Abstract: 
We are living in an age of crisis. Since the advent of modernization, man has 

posed a challenge to age old ethics and humans. Gone are the days when there was 
regard, respect and love for one another. People used to help each other at any cost. 
Traditional ethics and human values had their own recognition in the societies.  

But with the dawn of modernization, man has become self-centred and, 
egoistic. Ethics and values do not have any relevance in modern man’s life. His 
priority is what he has achieved at the end of the day. He thinks only for himself and 
lives for himself. The modern world is materialistic one where cut throat competition 
doesn’t give any space for traditional ethics and values. 
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Believe nothing, merely because you have been told it. 

  Or because it is tradition, 

  Or because you have yourself imagined it. 

  Do not believe what your teacher tells you, 

  Merely out of respect for the teacher. 

  But whatever after due examination and analysis 

  You find conducive to the good 

  That to the benefit of all beings 

  That doctrine believe in and cling to 

And take it as your guide. 

(Gautama Buddha)  

We are presently in one of the greatest crisis moments of history. Since 
modernization came into existence, modern man has challenged our age old ethical 
and human value systems. Gone are the days when youngsters used to blush even at 
the mere mention of their elders. There was regard, respect and love in all walks of 
life. People used to help each other, even if they had to suffer themselves. Traditional 
ethics and human values had their own recognition in the societies. What mattered for 
them was what they contributed towards their set ups.  
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But with the dawn of modernization, man has become self-centred, egoistic 
and what not. Ethics and values do not have any relevance in modern man’s life. His 
priority is what he has achieved at the end of the day. He thinks only for himself and 
lives for himself. The present world is materialistic one where cut throat competition 
doesn’t provide any room for traditional ethics and values. 

Search for values is an essential cultural quest of the mankind. It is a quest into 
the nature of that ‘goodness’ which gives worth, dignity and nobility to human 
existence. Civilizations advance and flourish when they are active in this search; 
otherwise they decline. (Tripathi vii) 

Contemporary education, which is an agent of modernization in various forms, 
is of the western origin. Traditional content of education was esoteric and 
metaphysical; its communication was limited to the upper classes, or the ‘twice-born’ 
castes and the structures of its professional organization was hereditary and closed. 
The roles, both of the teacher and the taught were qualitative-ascriptive. Modern 
education has a fundamentally different orientation and organization. Its content is 
liberal and exoteric, and it is steeped in modern scientific world-view. It has a 
professional structure which is not ascribed to any specific group or class but can be 
achieved by merit by any one in society. Some branches of modern education such as 
science, engineering and medicine directly focus on a world-view which embodies the 
core values of modernization and imparts skill to realize the goal of a modern society. 
Traditional education departed fundamentally from these normative and 
organizational prerequisites. (Singh 101-102) 

The universities and other centres of specialised higher education have 
become merely man-power training centres or ‘mints of hallmarking a certain 
standard of knowledge’ and not ‘nurseries of good citizens’. They are producing only 
careerists and job seekers and not ‘agents of change’ for social and human progress. 
The education imparted to the students does not refine their social, moral and human 
sensitivities, nor does it inculcate in them a sense of responsibility to work for the 
common good, and to serve the society through their knowledge and skills. As a 
result, young persons coming out of the colleges and universities neither enjoy the 
happiness and satisfaction of leading a good life nor do they contribute to the social 
and human well-being. The aim of value education at the university level ought to be 
to engage students in an open ended exploration of the entire spectrum of values that 
go into making a good society. Borrowing a phrase of Bertrand Russell, this 
exploration could be called a ‘romance with goodness’. It is an enquiry into what is 
worthwhile and valuable in human life and what makes us truly and fully human. 
Value education ought to aim at the upliftment of the ‘the whole person, to live a full 
life, in the wide world’. Academic enquiry into such wide ranging values covering the 
varied dimensions of human life can be rightly placed under the general heading of 
“Human Values”. (Tripathi viii) 

Values and ethics were part and parcel of life. Being ethical was nothing but 
being good to oneself and fellow beings. Greed to have as much as possible in the 
shortest possible time has eroded ethics and values from modern life. Ambition to 
achieve too much in too little time has made today’s man seemingly less principled 
than his ancestors. We have convinced ourselves that money is the solution to all our 
problems and in the run for money people compromise on ethics and values. 
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In today’s super fast age, parents hardly find time to spend with their children 
and if at all they did, it is to guide them in home work (in case of only kids and not 
teenagers) and other things but not to inculcate moral and values. 

The real asset of a nation lies not in its natural resources but people with right 
conduct and values. Someone aptly says, “Earlier, people would say: ‘How can we 
speak a lie – we have a family to look after’. Today, they say: ‘How can we speak 
truth – we have a family to support.’ ” 

Now-a-days newspapers, magazines and other media are flooded with reports 
of crime, murder, agitation and eve-teasing. We read in newspapers of several such 
occurrences where the landlord and tenants have exchange of hot words leading to 
stabbing. Disputes between father and son, wife and husband, son-in-law and father-
in-law are not rare. For want of endurance in one’s dealings, all family ties are 
broken. People leave homes forever out of disgust and anger. All these occurrences 
indicate deterioration in our ethical standards, loss of our moral and social values, 
resulting in great loss to families, society and the nation at large. 

It is widely believed that modernization is responsible for the crisis in moral 
and values to a large extent. The reasons are not far to seek. Modernization involves 
industrialization, use of modern and advanced techniques in agriculture and all other 
spheres of life. With modernization comes better communication that bridges the gap 
not only between places but also people. The result is that the traditional values of a 
small closely knit society which demands cooperation, loyalty, dependence on 
relations and neighbours get eroded and people tend to ignore these values. They 
become self-reliant and self-centred which makes men more impersonal in their 
conduct. Had the modern society consciously tried to retain or imbibe the values of 
self-discipline in individuals, the crises of values that are so widespread could have 
been contained. Self-discipline teaches one not only to value one’s rights but to 
respect those of others equally. (Gupta 131) 

To quote John Greenleaf Whittier, New England’s poet, “When faith is lost, 
when honour dies, the man is dead.” Thus any man can be called man as long as he 
guards his values. As soon as they are gone, the very reason for his being called 
‘Human’ vanishes and he is lowered to the level of animals. (Gupta 132). 
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